GREAT PERFORMANCES
“King Lear”

Wednesday, March 25, 2009
8:00-11:00 p.m. ET
– Ian McKellen Leads Royal Shakespeare Company Cast –
Few actors could follow up roles like Magneto in X-Men and Gandalf in the Lord of the Rings trilogy with “King Lear.” But then very few actors are like Ian McKellen. Arguably the finest Shakespearean actor of his generation (Richard III, Macbeth, Iago), he re-creates his recent stage performance of the tragic monarch in a special television adaptation airing on PBS Wednesday, March 25, 2009, 8:00-11:00 p.m. ET on GREAT PERFORMANCES.
Directed by Trevor Nunn, the telecast includes nearly all the original cast members of the sold-out RSC (Royal Shakespeare Company) production that premiered in Stratford-Upon-Avon in April 2007 and toured internationally before concluding on London’s West End in January 2008. 

“A crowning glory for McKellen,” wrote the London Sunday Observer, while The Daily Telegraph echoed, “McKellen leads us all up the mountain.”

“If I wanted to hang the whole performance on one line,” the actor said recently, “it would be when King Lear is crying out, ‘Is there any cause in nature that makes these hard hearts?’ That is the question that still puzzles psychologists and psychiatrists and doctors and anyone with feeling about life. Where does our ill behavior come from? Are we born with it? Is it madness? What is it?”

Joining the two-time Oscar nominee (Gods and Monsters, Lord of the Rings) are Romola Garai (Atonement), Frances Barber and Monica Dolan as his daughters, Cordelia, Goneril and Regan, respectively; William Gaunt as his longtime ally Gloucester; Ben Meyjes as Gloucester’s rejected son Edgar; Philip Winchester as Gloucester’s illegitimate son Edmund; and Sylvester McCoy as Lear’s Fool.

■ GREAT PERFORMANCES online at pbs.org/gperf contains additional information on GREAT PERFORMANCES programs. The Web companion contains a variety of images, in-depth information about the programs and activities for teachers, including lesson plans, tips and resources.
GREAT PERFORMANCES “King Lear” is available from PBS Home Video: ShopPBS.org; 877-PBS-SHOP, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
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