[image: ]


Press Contact:
Harry Forbes
212.560.8027, ForbesH@wnet.org


Great Performances: Let Me Down Easy
Bios

Anna Deavere Smith
Actress, Playwright, Author

It has been said that she created a new form of theater. When granted the prestigious MacArthur Award, her work was described as “a blend of theatrical art, social commentary, journalism, and intimate reverie.” She has performed in film and TV, as well as on stage.

She currently plays Gloria Akalitus on Showtime’s hit series Nurse Jackie. She’s probably most recognizable in popular culture as Nancy McNally, national security advisor on NBC’s former hit The West Wing.

In theater, she has been looking at current events from multiple points of view. Ms. Smith’s theater combines the journalistic technique of interviewing her subjects with the art of interpreting their words through performance. These one-woman shows are a part of a series she began in the early 1980s called On the Road: A Search for American Character. Her goal has been to learn as much about America as she can, by interviewing individual Americans from diverse backgrounds, and putting herself in other people’s words the way you might think of putting yourself in another person’s “shoes.”

A reviewer for The New York Times, writing about her Broadway show Twilight: Los Angeles, which depicted the 1992 Los Angeles riots, said of her performance that she’s “the ultimate impressionist: she does people’s souls.” Jack Kroll of Newsweek proclaimed the work “an American masterpiece.”

She conducts hundreds of interviews while creating a play. Using verbatim excerpts of interviews, she has performed up to as many as 46 people in the course of an evening. Ms. Smith performed Twilight: Los Angeles around the U.S. and on Broadway.  It received two Tony nominations, an Obie, Drama Desk Award, Special Citation from the New York Drama Critics Circle and numerous other honors. President and Mrs. Clinton and Vice President AI Gore attended her Washington performance.

[bookmark: _GoBack]She produced, wrote and performed the film version of Twilight for PBS. Another of her plays, Fires in the Mirror, examined a race riot in Crown Heights, Brooklyn {1991), when age-old racial tensions between black and Jewish neighbors exploded. It received an Obie Award and numerous other awards, and was a finalist for the Pulitzer Price. It, too, was broadcast on PBS. Other works in the On the Road series include House Arrest, which deals with the American presidency, and Hymn, a collaboration with world-famous choreographer and dancer Judith Jamison, for Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater.

Let Me Down Easy was inspired by work she did at Yale School of Medicine, where she was visiting professor. While at Yale, she created a performance for medical grand rounds called Rounding It Out (2000).

To create Let Me Down Easy she conducted 320 interviews on three continents. She has been featured in several films, among them The American President, The Human Stain, Life Support and Rachel Getting Married. She was recently featured in a full-hour segment on PBS’ Bill Moyers Journal. She has written for The New York Times, Newsweek, The New Yorker Magazine, Elle, Essence and The Drama Review, as well as other publications. She has been inaugural artist in residence at the Ford Foundation, MTV Networks, The Aspen Institute and currently the Center for American Progress in Washington.

She is director and founder of Anna Deavere Smith Works, Inc., a place for artistic excellence and social change. ADS Works is based at New York University and convenes artists whose work focuses on the pressing social problems of our time.

She has received several honorary degrees, among them: Juilliard, Barnard, Bryn Mawr, Bates, Northwestern, Wesleyan, Radcliffe, Cooper Union, Holy Cross, John Jay College of Criminal Justice. She will receive one from Spelman College in 2012. She serves on the boards of The Aspen Institute and the Museum of Modern Art. She is a member of the council on Foreign Relations. She is a Professor at New York University.

David Horn
Executive Producer, Great Performances

David Horn is responsible for the development, production and programming of 
Thirteen’s national performing arts presentations on PBS. He has been with the Emmy award-winning series Great Performances for 32 years.

In 1992, Mr. Horn created In the Spotlight, a series of prime-time popular music specials, and was executive producer of Sessions at West 54th.  For both series he received the ASCAP Deems Taylor Award, which recognizes excellence in music broadcast programming.

He was also the executive producer of the 2009 miniseries, Make ‘Em Laugh: The Funny Business of America. Mr. Horn has been nominated more than 25 times for a Primetime Emmy, winning five, and was recently nominated for the Great Performances production of Carnegie Hall Opening Night 2008: A Celebration of Bernstein.

He has also brought drama back to the series with productions of King Lear, Cyrano de Bergerac and Hamlet, all three of which were recognized with actor nominations for Sir Ian McKellen, Kevin Kline and Sir Patrick Stewart, respectively; in October 2010, Stewart returned in Macbeth, another Shakespeare production initiated by Mr. Horn.

In addition to Great Performances, his other miniseries, Broadway: The American Musical, received the Primetime Emmy for Non-Fiction series in 2005.

Upcoming projects outside of Great Performances include Prefaces to Shakespeare, a six-part series exploring the origins of Shakespeare’s plays.

Mr. Horn is also a multi-camera event director with credits including Andrea Bocelli & David Foster: My Christmas, Pete Seeger’s 90th Birthday Celebration, Chess in Concert, Hitman: David Foster & Friends, Martina McBride: Live in Concert, Vivere: Andrea Bocelli Live in Tuscany, We Love Ella!: A Tribute to the First Lady of Song, South Pacific at Carnegie Hall and Michael Bublé: Caught in the Act, Josh Groban Live at the Greek, The Verdi Requiem, Hayley Westenra: Live from New Zealand, Copland’s America, The Rodgers & Hart Story, The Music of Kander & Ebb, Billy Joel: Shades of Grey, Vienna Philharmonic 9/11 Memorial Concert, the live telecast of American Dream: Andrea Bocelli’s Statue of Liberty Concert, Hitman Returns: David Foster & Friends, Jackie Evancho: Dream with Me in Concert and Andrea Bocelli Live in Central Park.
 
Mr. Horn has produced multiple classical music concerts from Carnegie Hall as well as internationally in cities like Vienna, Salzburg, Rome and Paris. In 2000, he collaborated with Paul Kellogg to commission three contemporary operas under the title Central Park.

He has also produced numerous regional operas, many of them world premieres, in San Francisco, Santa Fe, Los Angeles, Dallas and Houston, where he won an Emmy for John Adams’ Nixon in China. 

Other producing credit highlights from previous seasons include two Eric Clapton Crossroads Guitar Festival (Emmy Award); La Traviata from Paris (Emmy Award); Peter, Paul, & Mary: Lifelines; Andrea Bocelli: Sacred Arias; Thomas Hampson: I Hear America Singing; Julie Andrews: Back on Broadway; Pavarotti: My World; Natalie Cole: Unforgettable, With Love (Emmy Award); Crazy for You; Some Enchanted Evening: Celebrating Oscar Hammerstein II; Sondheim: A Celebration at Carnegie Hall; Carnegie Hall Salutes the Jazz Masters; Spike & Co.: Do It A Cappella; Miles Ahead: The Music of Miles Davis; Black and Blue (directed by Robert Altman); Swinging Out With Harry Connick, Jr.; Linda Ronstadt’s Canciones de mi Padre (Emmy award); James Levine: A Life in Music and many others.

From 1981 to 1983 Mr. Horn produced the series In Performance at the White House.
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