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Great Performances Toasts 2018 with New Host Hugh Bonneville for Annual Broadcast Tradition From Vienna: The New Year’s Celebration

THIRTEEN’s Great Performances continues the cherished tradition of ringing in the new year with the Vienna Philharmonic at the opulent Musikverein, under the baton of Italian conductor and Chicago Symphony Orchestra Music Director Riccardo Muti, featuring favorite Strauss Family waltzes accompanied by the dancing of the Vienna State Ballet. This year’s program welcomes new host Hugh Bonneville, best known as Robert, Earl of Grantham, in Masterpiece’s global phenomenon, Downton Abbey.

“I am delighted to be hosting this year’s celebration of music and dance from the heart of Austria‬,” said Bonneville. “It is an exciting opportunity for me to learn more about this beautiful city, its stories and its music, and to share these discoveries with audiences around the world. Thank you to Dame Julie Andrews for entrusting me with this coveted role!”

“I’m honored to have hosted this timeless tradition for eight years and will continue reveling in Vienna’s wonderful history, music and picturesque beauty,” said actress and author Julie Andrews, who has starred in numerous Great Performances productions over the last three decades. “I look forward to toasting Hugh Bonneville, the Vienna Philharmonic, and all my friends at Great Performances on New Year’s Day.” Prior to Andrews’ tenure beginning with the 2009 broadcast, the venerable CBS anchorman Walter Cronkite served as the New Year’s Day concert host for 24 years through 2008. 

“We are grateful to have had the legendary Julie Andrews as host this many years,” said Great Performances executive producer David Horn. “Hugh Bonneville takes over the reins at a significant moment. 2018 marks the centenary of the end of World War I and this year’s show will be themed with location segments referencing visionaries like artist  Gustav Klimt and architect Otto Wagner, who were among the forward thinkers leading the way into the modern era – much like Hugh leading us into a new era of the broadcast.”

In addition to performances of waltz favorites like “Tales from the Vienna Woods” and “The Blue Danube,” joining the Strauss Family repertoire is music by Alphons Czibulka, whose “Stéphanie-Gavotte” provides the soundtrack to a pas de deux at Emperor Franz Josef’s private train station—which was ultimately used just once.   This year’s other ballet performance features dancers from the Vienna State Ballet waltzing to “Roses from the South” by Johann Strauss II at the Schloss Eckartsau hunting lodge. 

The Vienna Philharmonic’s traditional New Year’s program is the largest worldwide event in classical music reaching millions of people annually through radio and television in over 80 countries. The program has showcased Viennese musical culture at the highest level, and since the first television broadcast in 1959, sent the world a New Year’s greeting in the spirit of hope, friendship and peace. This year’s telecast marks Muti’s fifth time conducting and the 34th broadcast of the event on PBS.

From Vienna: The New Year’s Celebration 2018 premieres on Great Performances Monday, January 1, 2018, 2:00-3:30 p.m. on PBS (check local listings) with an encore performance 9:00-10:30 p.m. on PBS (check local listings). The broadcast will available to stream the following day via pbs.org/gperf and PBS OTT apps.
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About WNET
WNET is America’s flagship PBS station and parent company of THIRTEEN and WLIW21. WNET also operates NJTV, the statewide public media network in New Jersey. Through its broadcast channels, three cable services (THIRTEEN PBSKids, Create and World) and online streaming sites, WNET brings quality arts, education and public affairs programming to more than five million viewers each week. WNET produces and presents such acclaimed PBS series as Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, PBS NewsHour Weekend, Charlie Rose and a range of documentaries, children’s programs, and local news and cultural offerings. WNET’s groundbreaking series for children and young adults include Get the Math, Oh Noah! and Cyberchase as well as Mission US, the award-winning interactive history game. WNET highlights the tri-state’s unique culture and diverse communities through NYC-ARTS, Theater Close-Up, NJTV News with Mary Alice Williams and MetroFocus, the daily multi-platform news magazine focusing on the New York region. In addition, WNET produces online-only programming including the award-winning series about gender identity, First Person, and an intergenerational look at tech and pop culture, The Chatterbox with Kevin and Grandma Lill. In 2015, THIRTEEN launched Passport, an online streaming service which allows members to see new and archival THIRTEEN and PBS programming anytime, anywhere: www.thirteen.org/passport.
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