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Great Performances: Much Ado About Nothing

Premieres nationwide Friday, November 22 at 9 p.m. on PBS (check local listings), pbs.org/gperf and the PBS Video app as part of the series’ “Broadway’s Best” lineup


Grantham Coleman
Actor, Benedick in Great Performances: Much Ado About Nothing
@GranthamColeman

Grantham Coleman gave a tour de force performance as Benedick in Kenny Leon’s staging of “Much Ado About Nothing” during this season’s Free Shakespeare in the Park. He will next be seen as famed Black Panther Bobby Seale in Benedict Andrew’s upcoming film “Against All Enemies” for Amazon Studios, in which he stars opposite Kristen Stewart, Anthony Mackie and Zazie Beetz.
Coleman is a classically trained actor who studied his craft at the world-famous Juilliard School of Drama. As a sought-after stage actor in New York and Los Angeles, Coleman originated the role of Anthony in Academy Award winner Tarell Alvin McCraney’s “Choir Boy” at Manhattan Theatre Club, reprising the role in The Geffen Playhouse production. His performances in Jackie Sibblies Drury’s racially charged “We Are Proud to Present a Presentation About the Herero of Namibia, Formerly Known as Southwest Africa, From the German Sudwestafrika, Between the Years 1884-1915” at SoHo Rep Theatre solidified his reputation. He continued to garner rave reviews in the two-hander, opposite Rutina Wesley, in “One Night” at Rattlestick Playwrights Theater, which highlighted the plight and ordeal of soldiers returning from combat zones with PTSD. His performance alongside Michael Stahl-David and Tessa Ferrer in Anne Kauffman’s production of “Buzzer” at The Public Theater was finely nuanced. Equally comfortable with contemporary theater and classic Shakespeare, Coleman has also played the Danish Prince in “Hamlet” at The Old Globe and Ferdinand in “The Tempest” at The Walt Disney Concert Hall. 
Additional screen credits include appearing in the award-winning FX series “The Americans” and opposite James Franco in the J.J. Abrams miniseries “11.22.63.” 

Margaret Odette
Actor, Hero in Great Performances: Much Ado About Nothing
@MargaretOdette

Margaret Odette is a native New Yorker and graduate from the famed NYU Tisch School of the Arts with an M.F.A. in acting. While still in school, Odette made her big-screen debut opposite Jason Sudeikis in Leslye Headland’s romantic comedy “Sleeping with Other People.” The film premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival and was the runner-up for the Audience Award.
Odette’s television appearances include the popular CBS series “Instinct” alongside Alan Cumming and “Elementary” with Jonny Lee Miller and Lucy Liu.
Odette performed with the Chautauqua Theatre Company for its 2016 season, which led Hal Brooks to cast her in his production of “Figaro” at The Pearl Theatre. Her performance in Dominique Morrisseau’s “Skeleton Crew” for director Awoye Timpo garnered her a Berkshire Theatre Award nomination. This experience forged a strong relationship with Timpo, who offered Odette the lead role in “Paradise Blue” at Long Wharf Theatre. She was recently seen starring in Daniel Talbott’s Off-Broadway staging of Jessica Dickey’s play “The Convent” at A.R.T.
Odette has just completed a hugely successful run of The Public Theater’s “Much Ado About Nothing” directed by Kenny Leon for Free Shakespeare in the Park.

Oskar Eustis
Artistic Director, The Public Theater
facebook.com/publictheater; @PublicTheaterNY 

Oskar Eustis has served as the Artistic Director of The Public Theater since 2005. In the last four years, he has produced two Tony Award-winning Best Musicals (“Fun Home” and “Hamilton”), and back-to-back winners of the Pulitzer Prize for Drama, “Hamilton” and “Sweat.” He came to The Public from Trinity Repertory Company in Providence, RI, where he served as Artistic Director from 1994-2005. Eustis served as Associate Artistic Director at Los Angeles’ Mark Taper Forum from 1989-1994, and prior to that, he was with the Eureka Theatre Company in San Francisco, serving as Resident Director and Dramaturg from 1981-1986 and Artistic Director from 1986-1989.
Eustis is currently a Professor of Dramatic Writing and Arts and Public Policy at New York University, and has held professorships at UCLA, Middlebury College and Brown University, where he founded and chaired the Trinity Rep/Brown University Consortium for professional theater training. 
At The Public, Eustis directed the New York premieres of Rinne Groff’s “Compulsion” and “The Ruby Sunrise;” Larry Wright’s “The Human Scale;” and most recently, “Julius Caesar,” Public Work’s “Twelfth Night” at Shakespeare in the Park and Suzan-Lori Parks’ “White Noise.” He has founded numerous ground-breaking programs at The Public, from Public Works and Public Forum to the Emerging Writers Group and the Mobile Unit. At Trinity Rep, he directed the world premiere of Paula Vogel’s “The Long Christmas Ride Home” and Tony Kushner’s “Homebody/Kabul,” both recipients of the Elliot Norton Award for Outstanding Production. While at the Eureka Theatre, he commissioned Tony Kushner’s “Angels in America,” and directed its world premiere at the Mark Taper Forum. Eustis has also directed the world premieres of plays by Philip Kan Gotanda, David Henry Hwang, Emily Mann, Suzan-Lori Parks, Ellen McLaughlin and Eduardo Machado, among many others.

David Horn
Executive Producer, Great Performances
Director, Performance & Arts Programming, THIRTEEN Productions LLC
facebook.com/GreatPerformances; @GPerfPBS

[bookmark: _GoBack]As the executive producer of the Emmy Award-winning series Great Performances, David Horn oversees the development, production and programming of WNET’s national performing arts presentations on PBS. During his 39-year tenure with the series, Horn has twice received the prestigious Peabody Award and has been nominated for a Primetime Emmy more than 25 times, winning five. In 2015, he was honored with The Drama League’s Unique Contribution to the Theater Award for his vital work in bringing New York theater to a larger audience across America.
In addition to Great Performances, Horn is the creator and executive producer of the Emmy Award-winning series NYC-Arts, a weekly magazine program hosted by Philippe de Montebello and Paula Zahn that features the dynamic arts and culture scene in New York City. Horn is also the creator, executive producer and director of Theater Close-Up, a series dedicated to showcasing the innovative productions of New York City’s Off- and Off-Off-Broadway theaters. Horn has also directed several productions in a new collaboration between WNET and the subscription streaming service, BroadwayHD, including the historic first live stream of the Broadway musical She Loves Me, followed by Noël Coward’s Present Laughter, starring Kevin Kline; Paula Vogel’s critically acclaimed play Indecent; and Irving Berlin’s Holiday Inn.
After his successful productions of King Lear, Cyrano de Bergerac and Macbeth, all of which were recognized with Best Actor Emmy nominations for Sir Ian McKellen, Kevin Kline and Sir Patrick Stewart, respectively, Horn continued his commitment to incorporate Shakespeare into the Great Performances repertoire. In 2015, Horn served as executive producer alongside Sam Mendes and Gareth Naeme for the series The Hollow Crown. Produced as film adaptations of Shakespeare’s history plays, The Hollow Crown featured Jeremy Irons, Tom Hiddleston and Ben Whishaw, and was followed by The Wars of the Roses, starring Tom Sturridge at Henry VI, Benedict Cumberbatch as Richard III, and an all-star cast including Sophie Okonedo, Judi Dench and Hugh Bonneville. In summer 2019, he directed the first live recording from The Public Theater’s Free Shakespeare in Park since 1974, Kenny Leon’s production of “Much Ado About Nothing,” featuring Danielle Brooks.
Horn’s extensive catalog of original productions also includes In the Spotlight, a series of primetime popular music specials, which he created in 1993; he also served as executive producer of Sessions at West 54th and was honored with the ASCAP Deems Taylor Award for both in recognition of excellence in music broadcast programming. He was also the executive producer of two landmark miniseries for PBS: Make ‘Em Laugh: The Funny Business of America in 2009 and Broadway: The American Musical, which garnered the Primetime Emmy for Non-Fiction Series in 2005.  
Horn has produced numerous classical music concerts from Carnegie Hall, as well as internationally in Vienna, Salzburg, Rome and Paris. He has also played an instrumental role in producing a variety of regional operas, many of them world premieres, in San Francisco, Santa Fe, Los Angeles, Dallas and Houston, where he won an Emmy for John Adams’ Nixon in China.  
Horn’s multi-camera directing credits for Great Performances include the recent Bernstein Centennial from Tanglewood, four GRAMMY Salute to Music Legends specials, the Joan Baez 75th Birthday Celebration, Tony Bennett & Lady Gaga: Cheek to Cheek LIVE!, Steve Martin & Edie Brickell in Concert, Great Performances 40th Anniversary Celebration, multiple Andrea Bocelli concerts including his Central Park event, Pete Seeger’s 90th Birthday Celebration at MSG, Chess in Concert, Hitman: David Foster & Friends, We Love Ella!: A Tribute to the First Lady of Song, South Pacific at Carnegie Hall, Michael Bublé: Caught in the Act, Josh Groban Live at the Greek and many others. From 1981 to 1983, Horn produced the series In Performance at the White House.
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