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ANDREA BOCELLI BACKGROUNDER

Born in 1958 in Lajatico, rural Tuscany, Andrea Bocelli is a truly unique, versatile and groundbreaking artist, with one of the most distinctive voices in the world of music.  Since exploding onto the international scene in the mid-1990s, he has sold more than 50 million albums worldwide in the genres of both pop and opera.  In the sphere of pop music he is one of the world’s most popular male vocalists.  In the sphere of classical music he is the biggest-selling soloist in the history of the recording industry.  Individually, either achievement would be impressive.  Together, such a feat is truly unprecedented.

His heart-melting voice quickly drew him attention and fans, culminating in his American debut in the Thirteen/WNET New York presentation, Andrea Bocelli: Romanza in Concert, an In the Spotlight special on PBS, with Sarah Brightman.  Shortly after, Newsweek called him “the hottest tenor since Pavarotti.”

His latest album, Amore, was released in February by Sugar/Decca and is his fifth internationally released pop album.  Selections from it, including “Can’t Help Falling in Love” and “Because We Believe,” are prominently featured in Andrea Bocelli: Amore Under the Desert Sky this March on Thirteen/WNET New York’s GREAT PERFORMANCES on PBS (check local listings).

Adored by tens of millions of devoted fans – Bill and Hillary Clinton, Donald Trump and various cast members from The Sopranos have been spotted at recent appearances – the tenor keeps a steady reign on what is important to him.  “Despite the fact that I live in a fast-paced world, I live my life with a calm vision,” he says.  “I enjoy life’s simple pleasures and face every challenge with passion.

“I try to be always optimistic by interpreting the real meaning of a quotation from the French novelist Antoine de Saint-Exupéry: ‘You see clearly only through your heart.  The essential is invisible to your eyes.’ ”
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