GREAT PERFORMANCES
“Andrea Bocelli: Amore Under the Desert Sky”

Elvis Presley had a hit with it, so why not Andrea Bocelli? “Can’t Help Falling in Love,” the King’s throbbing admission of undying passion, finds fresh, ardent voice in “Andrea Bocelli: Amore Under the Desert Sky,” airing on PBS as part of the March 2006 pledge drive (check local listings) as a presentation of  GREAT PERFORMANCES. Based on the traditional French melody “Plaisir d’amour,” the selection is right at home amidst the love songs and pop standards the beloved Italian singer offers throughout the heartfelt evening.  

Performed on a specially constructed floating stage in Lake Las Vegas, a resort community 20 miles south of Las Vegas, the program is the concept of Grammy Award-winning songwriter/producer David Foster, discoverer of GREAT PERFORMANCES favorites Josh Groban and Michael Bublé. Foster also produced Bocelli’s latest album, Amore (Sugar/Decca), the collection of contemporary songs that inspired this new special.

“It is the album the world has been waiting for from Andrea Bocelli,” says Foster, who also serves as musical director of the telecast.

“Amore Under the Desert Sky,” which co-stars Broadway Tony-winner Heather Headley (Elton John’s Aida), represents a new television era for the Tuscan-born classical singer. Spanish guitars flourish, traditional Latin percussion seductively keeps the tempo, accordions and harmonicas provide haunting ambience.  Among the romantic selections offered are Italian classics “L’Appuntamento” and “Quando Mi Amorando,” Latin-American hits “Bésame Mucho” and “Solamente Una Vez,” and the French standard “Les Feuille Mortes,” which became the Johnny Mercer favorite “Autumn Leaves.”  

Other highlights include “Somos Novios” — Perry Como had a hit with it as “It’s Impossible” — and “The Prayer,” David Foster and Carol Bayer Sager’s Oscar-nominated song from Quest for Camelot. Joining Bocelli for the latter is singer Headley, who last thrilled GREAT PERFORMANCES viewers in 2003’s “My Favorite Broadway: The Love Songs.”
Capping the program is a new song, “Because We Believe,” by David Foster with lyrics by Andrea Bocelli and Amy Gillies. Featuring fireworks and some fearless divers from Cirque du Soleil, the number, written for and introduced at the Torino Winter Olympics, is sung by Bocelli in both Italian and English.  

Which is his favorite language for singing? “Italian,” he says, “especially for operatic music. “But,” he adds, “for pop music, it’s English.”  

Few U.S. fans would disagree.

“It’s always a joy to work with Andrea and David Foster,” says David Horn, series producer for GREAT PERFORMANCES. “This production marks our fourth with Andrea since his debut special in 1997. It’s also the fourth with David, whom we’ve partnered with in our Josh Groban and Michael Bublé specials.”

Following his premiere PBS telecast, ANDREA BOCELLI: ROMANZA IN CONCERT, the singer starred in GREAT PERFORMANCES’ “Sacred Arias” (1999), from the Santa Maria sopra Minerva in Rome, and “Andrea Bocelli: Tribute on Ice” (2005), with Olympic Gold Medalist Brian Boitano. 

Underwriters: Ernst & Young LLP, National Endowment for the Arts, Public Television Viewers, PBS and Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Special funding for this telecast provided by Lake Las Vegas Resort. Producers: Universal Music Group, Sugar/Decca and Thirteen/WNET New York. Executive producers: David Horn, David Foster and Filippo Sugar. Director: David Horn. Series producer: Thirteen/WNET New York. Executive producer: Barry Schulman. Producer: David Horn. Senior producer for music: John Walker. Director of program development: Bill O’Donnell. Format: CC Stereo. Online: pbs.org
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■ GREAT PERFORMANCES online, pbs.org/wnet/gperf/, contains additional information about this and other GREAT PERFORMANCES programs. The colorful Web companion contains a wide variety of images, in-depth information about the programs and activities for teachers, including lesson plans, tips and resources.


