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DANIEL BARENBOIM BACKGROUNDER
Daniel Barenboim was born in Buenos Aires in 1942.  He received his first piano lessons at age five and was first taught by his mother.  Later, he studied under his father, who would remain his only piano teacher.  He gave his first public concert when he was seven.  In 1952, he moved with his parents to Israel.

At age 10, he gave his international debut performances as a solo pianist in Vienna and Rome; Paris (1955), London (1956), and New York (1957).  Since then, he has regularly toured Europe and the United States but also South America, Australia and the Far East.  
At age 11, he took part in conducting classes in Salzburg under Igor Markevitch.  In that summer, he also met Wilhelm Furtwängler and played for him.  Furtwängler then wrote, “The eleven-year-old Daniel Barenboim is a phenomenon.”  In 1955 and 1956 Barenboim studied harmony and composition with Nadia Boulanger in Paris.

Ever since his conducting debut in 1967 in London with the Philharmonia Orchestra, he has been in great demand with leading orchestras around the world.  Between 1975 and 1989, he was chief conductor of the Orchestre de Paris, where he often programmed contemporary works by composers such as Lutoslawski, Berio, Boulez, Henze, Dutilleux, Takemitsu, and others.

Daniel Barenboim made his debut as an opera conductor at the Edinburgh Festival in 1973 with Mozart’s Don Giovanni.  In 1981, he conducted for the first time in Bayreuth, where he would conduct every summer for 18 years until 1999.  During this time, he conducted Wagner’s Tristan und Isolde, Der Ring der Nibelungen, Parsifal, and Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg.
From 1991 to 2006, he was chief conductor of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra.  In 1992 he became general music director of the Deutsche Staatsoper Berlin, where he was also artistic director until August 2002.  The Staatskapelle Berlin voted him chief conductor for life in 2000, and in 2003 he and the Staatskapelle were honored with the Wilhelm Furtwängler Prize.  
His most recent appointment was to La Scala, Milan, as principal guest conductor.  His first concert in that role will be the Verdi Requiem in November.  He was honored with the Kulturgroschen, the highest honor awarded by the Deutscher Kulturrat, and the International Ernst von Siemens Musikpreis in 2006.

A longtime GREAT PERFORMANCES favorite, he last appeared on the series in 2004 as soloist with the Berlin Philharmonic in Brahms’s Piano Concerto No. 1.
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