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– Barenboim Takes the Keyboard in Five Sonatas, Including Ever-Popular “Appassionata” –
“Beethoven remains constantly contemporary,” says legendary pianist, conductor and recording artist Daniel Barenboim. “His music really deals with the completeness and the innermost nature of the human condition. It is about the necessity to push yourself to the limit. It does not shy away from the extremes.” Its message? “That out of chaos, out of strife, comes a new order.”

Perhaps nowhere is this idea better illustrated than in the composer’s monumental 32 piano sonatas, arguably his most startling achievement. From Sonata No. 1 of 1793 — the essentially classical Op. 2 in F Minor — through the final three glorious works of 1820-22, their evolution is that of classical music itself from the Classical to Romantic periods, each step developed logically, consistently and in totally breathtaking fashion. Five of these milestone works form “Barenboim on Beethoven,” recorded by the maestro onstage at the Berlin Staatsoper and airing as part of GREAT PERFORMANCES on Thursday, March 22, 2007, 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET on PBS.

Featured are Sonatas No. 5, 11, 19, 20 and the thundering No. 23 (“Appassionata”), plus excerpts from Barenboim master classes in which he discusses the works and their execution with young pianists Lang Lang, Shai Wosner, David Kadouch and Jonathan Biss.

Affirming the music’s continuing vitality and freshness, he stresses that it never remains the same. “Every time there is a new element,” says the former musical prodigy who has played the sonatas for more than 50 years. “Every time there is something that you didn’t notice; no matter that you know it by heart.”

The Argentine-born Barenboim was 17 when he first performed the complete cycle of Beethoven sonatas. Since then he has played them around the world, most recently in Buenos Aires (2002), New York (2003) and Vienna (2004). The Staatsoper performance, televised here, was recorded June 25, 2005. It was the fourth in an eight-concert cycle of the works at the famed opera house. 
“No matter that my fingers have been playing the same notes since I was eight years old,” he says. “The fingers know it, the brain knows it and yet I find something new in it.”

The complete Staatsoper cycle, along with the series of master classes, recorded at Symphony Center in Chicago, are available on DVD in a special six-disc deluxe edition from EMI Classics.
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