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…about BEVERLY SILLS
“America’s Queen of Opera” proclaimed the front-page of Time when it honored Beverly Sills with a cover story a number of years ago.  No description more aptly describes her stature as a uniquely vital force in our music life, even today when she is no longer performing on the operatic stage or guiding an opera company – the New York City Opera –

to international laurels. 

A star of the world’s opera houses, she appeared at both the Metropolitan Opera and the New York City Opera.  The list of other operatic centers is too long to enumerate; suffice to say that she starred at the San Francisco Opera, Milan’s La Scala, London’s Covent Garden, and the Teatro Colon in Buenos Aires, among other famous venues.  A prolific recording artist, she recorded 18 full-length operas and several solo recital discs.  Her Manon received the Edison Award for Best Operatic Album of the Year and her Victor Herbert album won a Grammy in 1978.

A turning point in her career occurred in September 1966 with her legendary success as Cleopatra in Handel’s Julius Caesar at the New York City Opera.  Following this break-through success, she began exploring the bel canto repertory in depth and expanded the number of her roles to more than 70, including the Donizetti trilogy of operas about British monarchs – Roberto Devereux, Maria Stuarda, and Anna Bolena.  By the time of her retirement, her roles spanned the gamut from Rameau’s Hippolite et Aricie to Luigi Nono’s 12-tone Intolleranza. 

On television she starred in eight operas on PBS, as well as Skyline with Beverly Sills and In Performance at the White House.  She was the hostess for several seasons of PBS’ Gala of Stars, and today continues as hostess of the popular Live from Lincoln Center.

She served as general director of the New York City Opera from 1980 to 1990, helping to turn what was then a financially struggling opera company into a viable enterprise. This was the time when she developed another talent – raising money for the arts. As national chairman of the March of Dimes’ Mothers’ March on Birth Defects she helped to raise upward of $80 million.  From 1994 to 2002, she was chairman of Lincoln Center where she personally raised some $75 million.  She again returned from retirement in 2002 to accept chairmanship of the Metropolitan Opera, relinquishing that post in January of last year.   

A retrospective of her remarkable career is told through interviews and performance footage in Beverly Sills: Made in America, premiering Thursday, November 23 at 9 p.m. (ET) on Thirteen/WNET New York’s GREAT PERFORMANCES on PBS (check local listings).
1 IF  < 1  "-more-" "" \* MERGEFORMAT 

2 IF  < 1  "-more-" "" \* MERGEFORMAT 


