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BILL IRWIN BACKGROUNDER
Born in Santa Monica, California, in 1950, the oldest of three children, Bill Irwin was raised in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and Southern California.  He spent a year as an exchange student in Belfast, Ireland, and is a graduate in theatre arts from Oberlin College, Ohio, and a graduate of Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey’s Clown College. 
An original member of Kraken, a theatre company directed by Herbert Blau, and the Pickle Family Circus of San Francisco, he is also an associate artist with the Roundabout Theatre Company in New York.  For its 2003-04 season, he was playwright-in-residence for the Signature Theatre Company, starring in three of his own works: The Harlequin Studies, The Regard Evening and Mr. Fox: A Rumination.  

His Broadway credits include Edward Albee’s The Goat, or Who Is Sylvia?, Fool Moon (with David Shiner), Largely New York (original work, five Tony Award nominations and Drama Desk and Outer Critics Circle Awards), The Regard of Flight (with Doug Skinner), and Accidental Death of an Anarchist.  Next spring he co-stars with Kathleen Turner in Anthony Page’s revival of Edward Albee’s Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?  Off Broadway he was seen in Scapin, Waiting for Godot, The Tempest, Garden of Earthly Delights, and A Flea in Her Ear.
Television credits include Third Rock From the Sun, Northern Exposure, Saturday Night Live, and PBS’ Sesame Street and Elmo’s World, plus GREAT PERFORMANCES star turns in The Regard of Flight; The 20th Anniversary Special, and Sondheim: A Celebration at Carnegie Hall.  On screen he was most recently featured in How the Grinch Stole Christmas and Igby Goes Down.

He met his wife, Martha Roth, actress-turned-nurse midwife, when he went to her for treatment of a stiff neck.  Their son, Santos Patrick Morales Irwin, was born in 1991.
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