GREAT PERFORMANCES
“Carnegie Hall Celebrates Berlin”

Monday, January 7, 2008
9:00-11:00 p.m. ET
– Berliner Philharmoniker Performs Mahler’s Ninth Symphony –

“Like driving a Rolls Royce” is how Simon Rattle describes conducting the Berliner Philharmoniker, arguably the world’s finest musical ensemble. His deep love for the 125-year-old orchestra, of which he is chief conductor and artistic director, is thrillingly reciprocated as the group pulls out all the stops in GREAT PERFORMANCES “Carnegie Hall Celebrates Berlin,” broadcast in HD, Monday, January 7, 2008, 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET on PBS. Mahler’s epic Symphony No. 9 is the choice for the Philharmoniker’s return to the hall, and it proves — as the composer would have surely agreed — heavenly.

The New York Times, assessing the November 13 performance, proclaimed, “Mr. Rattle drew an incisive and impassioned performance of this touchstone Mahler work,” singling out the orchestra’s “glowing account of the poignant final Adagio.” Added The New York Sun, “When the orchestra played softly, you were on the edge of your seat. Or, put another way: The music was sometimes on tiptoe.” 

Other-worldly beauty and resignation, indeed, permeate the piece, written by Mahler primarily in 1909 between breaks conducting the Metropolitan Opera and the New York Philharmonic. Aware of his own mortality (he would be dead within two years) and haunted by the deaths of his children, he created a monumental work of passionate, ultimate leave-taking. “Its fragments are so tiny they’re hardly there,” Rattle says. “A lot of this music is Schoenberg, Berg and Webern. You can feel how desperately he wanted to be part of this new world and how he knew he could not be.”    

“Carnegie Hall Celebrates Berlin” was recorded during the orchestra’s participation in Carnegie Hall’s acclaimed “Berlin in Lights” festival in November. A 17-day marathon of music, film, architecture and photography, “Berlin in Lights” was an ambitious salute by Carnegie Hall to the explosion of creativity taking place in the German capital. In addition to Rattle leading the Philharmoniker in Mahler’s Das Lied von der Erde and Symphonies No. 9 and 10, as well as Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring (danced by 100 Manhattan schoolchildren), it featured the spectacular Simón Bolivar Youth Orchestra of Venezuela, which the Philharmoniker mentors. Music director Gustavo Dudamel, only 26 and recently named new music director of the Los Angeles Philharmonic, charmed attendees with his skilled technique, clear beat and bouncing black curls as the youngsters (aged 12 to 26) offered Bartók’s Concerto for Orchestra.  
A renowned Mahler interpreter, Rattle first recorded works by the Austrian composer in 1987: Symphony No. 2 with the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra. Eventually he recorded Symphony No. 9 with the Vienna Philharmonic and Symphonies 5 and 10 with the Berliner Philharmoniker. His new recording of No. 9 with the Philharmoniker was released digitally in November to coincide with the “Berlin in Lights” festival and the orchestra’s 125th anniversary in Berlin. A CD and DVD of this performance are also available on EMI Classics.

The orchestra has made many appearances on GREAT PERFORMANCES, most recently in “Berliner Philharmoniker Europaconzert: From Lisbon” in 2003.
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