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CARNEGIE HALL OPENING NIGHT

AIRS ON THIRTEEN/WNET NEW YORK’S

GREAT PERFORMANCES ON PBS

Andsnes, Röschmann Perform

With The Cleveland Orchestra

And Franz Welser-Möst

The magic of Mozart takes center stage as pianist Leif Ove Andsnes and soprano Dorothea Röschmann join Franz Welser-Möst and The Cleveland Orchestra in Carnegie Hall Opening Night 2006, Wednesday, October 11 at 10 p.m. (ET) on Thirteen/WNET New York’s GREAT PERFORMANCES on PBS (check local listings).  The program marks the eagerly awaited series debut of Röschmann, who performs arias from Mozart’s beloved opera The Marriage of Figaro.  Andsnes, last featured in All-Star Piano Extravaganza: The Verbier Festival Concert, offers the composer’s charming and intimate Piano Concerto No. 17.   CNN journalist and cellist Paula Zahn hosts.

Inaugurating Carnegie Hall’s 116th season, the gala evening also raises the curtain on GREAT PERFORMANCES’ 34th season on PBS.  The longest running performing arts anthology on television, the series remains America’s only prime-time showcase for music and dance.


“Porgi amor” and “Dove sono” are two of the most famous arias from the hit-filled score of The Marriage of Figaro (1786).  Sung by The Countess, a role Röschmann sings this season at the Vienna State Opera, they provide a vivid and poignant portrait of a woman watching her marriage slip away.  Röschmann replaces bass-baritone Thomas Quasthoff, who was forced to withdraw from the telecast due to an inflamed vocal cord.  She is an acclaimed Mozart specialist (Susanna, Donna Elvira, Pamina) and has just received rapturous reviews for her performance as Ilia in the composer’s Idomeneo at the Met.

Multi-Grammy Award winner Andsnes is rapidly becoming known for his Mozart interpretations, recently directing the Norwegian Chamber Orchestra from the keyboard in works by the prolific genius from Salzburg, and recording Piano Concertos Nos. 9 and 18.  Piano Concerto No. 17 in G Major, K. 453, which opens the telecast, was written by Mozart in 1784 and is in three movements:  Allegro, Andante and Allegretto.  The finale is best known for its charming, birdlike theme.  Indeed, it was reported that Mozart’s own starling whistled the tune.

Since its Carnegie Hall debut in 1922, The Cleveland Orchestra has made more than 200 appearances there.  In recent years, the orchestra has performed many important New York premieres at the hall, including works by Kaija Saariaho, Marc-André Dalbavie, Harrison Birtwistle, and Chen Yi.  Distinguished international conductor Franz Welser-Möst is now beginning his fifth season as music director.   
Anchor of CNN’s Paula Zahn NOW, Zahn began playing the cello when she was 5 and made her Carnegie Hall debut in 1992 performing with the New York Pops orchestra.


Completing Carnegie Hall Opening Night 2006 are works by Suppé and Johann Strauss, including Suppé’s popular Light Cavalry Overture.  A production of Carnegie Hall and Thirteen/WNET New York, the telecast is produced by John Walker and directed by Brian Large.  David Horn is executive producer.  The program was recorded live on stage October 4.

GREAT PERFORMANCES is funded by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, the National Endowment for the Arts, public television viewers, and PBS.  Major corporate funding is provided by UBS, a global leader in wealth management, investment banking and asset management.  You & Us.  UBS.  Special funding for Carnegie Hall Opening Night 2006 was provided by S. Donald Sussman, the Anna-Maria and Stephen Kellen Arts Fund, and the LuEsther T. Mertz Charitable Trust.    

Visit GREAT PERFORMANCES ONLINE at thirteen.org and pbs.org for additional information about this and other GREAT PERFORMANCES programs.  The colorful Web companion contains a wide variety of images, in-depth information about the programs, and activities for teachers, including lesson plans, tips and resources.


David Horn is series producer for GREAT PERFORMANCES, with John Walker as senior producer for music and Bill O’Donnell as director of program development.  Barry Schulman is executive producer.

..........…

Thirteen/WNET New York is one of the key program providers for public television, bringing such acclaimed series as GREAT PERFORMANCES, Nature, American Masters, Charlie Rose, Religion & Ethics NewsWeekly, Wide Angle, Secrets of the Dead, NOW With David Brancaccio, and Cyberchase – as well as the work of Bill Moyers – to audiences nationwide.  As the flagship public broadcaster in the New York, New Jersey and Connecticut metro area, Thirteen reaches millions of viewers each week, airing the best of American public television along with its own local productions such as The Ethnic Heritage Specials, The Thirteen Walking Tours, New York Voices, and Reel New York.  Thirteen extends the impact of its television productions through educational and community outreach projects – including the Celebration of Teaching and Learning – as well as Web sites and other digital media platforms.  More information can be found at:  www.thirteen.org.
..........…
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