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About Composer Peter Boyer
Grammy-nominated Peter Boyer is one of the most frequently performed American orchestral composers of his generation. His works have received nearly 500 public performances by more than 150 orchestras, and thousands of broadcasts by classical radio stations around the United States and abroad. He has conducted recordings of his music with three of the world’s finest orchestras: the London Symphony Orchestra, the Philharmonia Orchestra, and the London Philharmonic Orchestra. Many of America’s most prominent orchestras have performed his music, including the Boston Pops, Philadelphia Orchestra, Cleveland Orchestra, National Symphony Orchestra, Cincinnati Pops, and Hollywood Bowl Orchestra.

Boyer’s acclaimed major work Ellis Island: The Dream of America, for actors and orchestra, has become one of the most-performed American orchestral works of the last 15 years, with nearly 200 performances by more than 80 orchestras since its 2002 premiere. In 2017, Ellis Island was filmed live in concert with Pacific Symphony and a cast of stage and screen actors for PBS’ Great Performances, America’s preeminent performing arts television series. The PBS national telecast premiere will be June 29, 2018.

In addition to his work for the concert hall, Boyer is active in the film and television music industry. He has contributed orchestrations to more than 30 feature film scores from all the major movie studios, for leading Hollywood composers including Michael Giacchino, James Newton Howard, and Thomas Newman. Boyer has composed scores for The History Channel, arranged music for Academy Awards telecasts, and his music has appeared in short films, documentary films, and various television programs. More information can be found at PropulsiveMusic.com.


About Music Director Carl St.Clair
Over the course of his nearly three decades as music director, Carl St.Clair, has transformed Pacific Symphony into a major American orchestra renowned for its musical excellence, innovative programming and outreach throughout Orange County. As one of America’s longest tenured conductors, he has led the Symphony with a steady vision and unwavering commitment that have been key to the orchestra’s rapid artistic development.

Highlights of his tenure include launching the American Composers Festival, which explores a different aspect of American music each year, and the annual Symphonic Voices performance of an opera in concert. He has also emphasized the regular commissioning and recording of new works, particularly by American composers, and has been a strong advocate for music education, spearheading such programs as the Pacific Symphony Youth Ensembles and Class Act partnerships with Orange County elementary schools.

Mentored by Leonard Bernstein at Tanglewood, Mr. St.Clair became a close colleague of the conductor/composer in his later years, and led the premiere of Arias and Barcarolles on Bernstein’s last concert. In addition to leading the Pacific Symphony, he has conducted the Boston Symphony Orchestra (where he served as assistant conductor under Seiji Ozawa), Los Angeles Philharmonic, New York Philharmonic, Philadelphia Orchestra and the Atlanta, Detroit, Houston, Indianapolis, Montreal, San Francisco, Seattle, Toronto and Vancouver symphonies, among others.

He conducts internationally for several months each year and has served as general music director for the Komische Oper in Berlin, general music director and chief conductor of the German National Theater and Staatskapelle in Weimar, music director of the National Symphony Orchestra in Costa Rica and principal guest conductor of the Radio Sinfonieorchester Stuttgart.


About The Ellis Island Honors Society
The Ellis Island Honors Society was created on the conviction of its founders that the diversity of the American people is what makes this nation great.  Its mission is to honor and preserve this diversity and to foster tolerance, respect and understanding among religious and ethnic groups.
Additionally, Ellis Island Honors Society continues its commitment to the restoration and maintenance of Ellis Island, a living tribute to the courage and hope of all immigrants. 

The Ellis Island Honors Society sponsors the Ellis Island Medals of Honor which are presented annually to American citizens who have distinguished themselves within their own ethnic groups while exemplifying the values of the American way of life.  Past Medalists include seven U.S. Presidents, several world leaders, two Nobel Prize winners and countless leaders of industry, education, the arts, sports and government, along with everyday Americans who have made freedom, liberty and compassion a part of their life's work.  Among many notable recipients of the Ellis Island Medal of Honor are Vice President Joseph Biden, Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Conner, Elie Wiesel, Coretta Scott King, Muhammad Ali, Lee Iacocca, Rosa Parks and Malala Yousafzai.  The Ellis Island Honors Society was formerly known as NECO until Fall of 2017. 

Nasser J. Kazeminy, noted businessman and philanthropist, has been involved with the Ellis Island Honors Society for more then twenty-one years and has served as its Chairman for the last fourteen years.  As an immigrant and naturalized citizen, he is committed to the mission of the organization and service to others.  His leadership was instrumental in providing major support for the PBS series Great Performances national presentation of the Pacific Symphony’s performance of Peter Boyer’s “Ellis Island: The Dream of America.”
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