[image: image3.jpg]PBS.





GREAT PERFORMANCES “Eric Clapton & Steve Winwood: Live From Madison Square Garden”
May-June 2009 (check local listings) on PBS
– Longtime Friends and Former Band Mates Eric Clapton and Steve Winwood Team Up for a Once-in-a-Lifetime Reunion Concert –
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	Caption: Rock legendsSteve Winwood and Eric Clapton.
Credit: Danny Clinch


Longtime friends and former band mates Eric Clapton and Steve Winwood team up for a once-in-a-lifetime reunion concert in “Eric Clapton & Steve Winwood: Live From Madison Square Garden,” part of special programming airing on PBS stations in May and June 2009 (check local listings). The GREAT PERFORMANCES special telecast captures Clapton and Winwood at New York’s Madison Square Garden performing songs from their short-lived Blind Faith collaboration, including “Presence of the Lord,” “Can’t Find My Way Home,” “Well All Right,” along with hits from their respective solo careers. 

“I was 15 or 16 and he was 18 or 19, and he definitely looked after me,” Winwood recounts of his blossoming friendship with Clapton. “[We] played records and talked about music. From very early on, he took on a brotherly [role].” As their friendship solidified, Clapton and Winwood — with drummer Ginger Baker and bassist Ric Grech — formed Blind Faith. They disbanded in 1969 after releasing only one chart-topping, self-titled album.  

The spotlight, however, hasn’t dimmed on either Clapton or Winwood’s careers — Clapton has won 18 Grammy Awards and been honored with three inductions into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame; Winwood won Grammy Awards for record of the year and best male vocal performance for his work on Higher Love.  

As for the decision to play a reunion concert, Clapton wanted to re-create “the romance and beauty of [the music] played in the past” The two take viewers back to rock’s glory days as they perform songs by Jimi Hendrix (“Little Wing”), Clapton’s catalogue (“Forever Man”) and tracks from Winwood’s band Traffic (“Pearly Queen”), rounding off the performance with hits from their Blind Faith album — which, for fans old and new, is an evening not to be forgotten.

“Eric Clapton & Steve Winwood: Live From Madison Square Garden” also features Willie Weeks on bass, Chris Stainton on keyboard and Ian Thomas on drums. The special was recorded live in performance at Madison Square Garden in February 2008.      

The telecast marks Clapton’s most recent appearance on GREAT PERFORMANCES. In 2004, GREAT PERFORMANCES broadcast highlights from Clapton’s three-day guitar festival from Dallas in “Eric Clapton’s Crossroads Guitar Festival,” as well as a follow-up Crossroads Festival concert from Chicago in 2006. Clapton also appeared in the series’ presentation of “Cream Reunion Concert” (2005) and “Concert for George” (2003). 
PBS special programming invites viewers to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; hear diverse viewpoints; and take front-row seats to world-class drama and performances. Viewer contributions are an important source of funding, making PBS programs possible. PBS and public television stations offer all Americans from every walk of life the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content.
■ GREAT PERFORMANCES online at pbs.org/gperf contains additional information on GREAT PERFORMANCES programs. The Web companion contains a variety of images, in-depth information about the programs and activities for teachers, including lesson plans, tips and resources.
Underwriters: Irene Diamond Fund, National Endowment for the Arts, Public Television Viewers, PBS and Corporation for Public Broadcasting

Producer: Parallel 28 Equipe Inc.
Executive producers: John Beug, Michael Eaton, Peter Jackson and Tom Whalley
Producers: John McDermott, James Pluta and Scooter Weintraub
Director: Martyn Atkins
Series producer: THIRTEEN in association with WNET.ORG

Series executive producers: David Horn

Series producer: Bill O’Donnell

Format: CC 5.1 Surround Sound HD  

Online: pbs.org/gperf
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CONTACTS: Gloria Park, WNET.ORG, 212-560-2062; parkg@wnet.org 
 

Donald Lee, WNET.ORG, 212-560-3005; leed@wnet.org 

For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at www.pbs.org/pressroom.
– more –

[image: image4.jpg]Be more @ PBS.




www.pbs.org
PBS PressRoom: www.pbs.org/pressroom
                                                                        PBS Facebook Fan Page: www.facebook.com/pbs
PBS YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/pbs
PBS on Twitter: www.twitter.com/pbsengage
[image: image2.jpg]Be more @ PBS.




www.pbs.org
PBS PressRoom: www.pbs.org/pressroom
                                                                        PBS Facebook Fan Page: www.facebook.com/pbs
PBS YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/pbs
PBS on Twitter: www.twitter.com/pbsengage

[image: image2.jpg][image: image3.jpg][image: image4.jpg]