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ERIC CLAPTON BACKGROUNDER
Seventeen-time Grammy Award winner and the only triple Rock & Roll Hall of Fame Inductee, Eric Clapton is considered by many the best rock guitarist of his generation.  Born in Ripley, Surrey, England in 1945, he is a restless innovator, launching blues-rock (with The Yardbirds and John Mayall) and psychedelic-rock (with Cream).
He recorded his first solo album, self-titled, in 1970, spawning the Top 40 hit “After Midnight.”  Among the classic albums that followed over the next two decades were 461 Ocean Boulevard with the number-one single “I Shot the Sheriff,” Slowhand with “Lay Down Sally” and “Wonderful Tonight,” Backless with “Promises,” Another Ticket with “I Can’t Stand It,” and the boxed-set retrospective Crossroads.
His acclaimed soundtrack for the 1991 film Rush featured the hit song “Tears in Heaven,” written by the grieving Clapton for his 4-year-old son, Conor, who had been killed in a fall a year earlier.  That was followed by a concert he recorded for MTV Unplugged, which became his best-selling record ever.  More recent albums include From the Cradle; Riding with the King, a teaming up with his old friend B.B. King; Reptile; and this year’s Me and Mr. Johnson, a tribute to the Mississippi-born bluesman Robert Johnson.

After his own battles with heroin and alcohol addiction, Eric Clapton founded the rehabilitation  facility Crossroads Centre, Antigua, in 1997.  


Eric Clapton’s Crossroads Guitar Festival marks his second appearance on Thirteen/WNET New York’s GREAT PERFORMANCES this year.  In March, he led Concert for George, a celebration of the life of George Harrison.
He and his second wife, Melia, have two daughters, Julie, 3, and Ella, 1. 
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