GREAT PERFORMANCES
“From Vienna: The New Year’s Celebration 2006”

Renowned conductor Mariss Jansons leads the legendary Vienna Philharmonic in a sparkling salute to two of the city’s favorite sons in GREAT PERFORMANCES “From Vienna: The New Year’s Celebration 2006,” airing on PBS Sunday, January 1, 2006, 2:30-4:00 and 8:00-9:30 p.m. ET. Walter Cronkite once again hosts, as the live-by-satellite program takes an estimated audience of 750 million viewers to the historic Musikverein concert hall.

While the musical spotlight falls, as always, on the city’s revered Waltz King, Johann Strauss Jr., this year the program includes a special celebration honoring Austria’s most famous citizen, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791), who moved to the city in 1781 and whose 250th birthday will be celebrated on January 27. 

“Evidence of the two musical giants is to be seen everywhere in this city,” says host Cronkite, “on posters, programs, toy souvenirs, even chocolate boxes. But there was a dramatic difference in their initial receptions. If Strauss was the toast of Vienna, with his bubbling waltzes, thrilling marches and delectable polkas, Mozart, on the other hand, writing a century earlier, was more complicated, beset by rivals, enemies and intrigues.”

Even The Marriage of Figaro, which had its enthusiastic world premiere at Vienna’s Burgtheater and today is recognized among opera’s supreme achievements, was the victim of such machinations, withdrawn from the Burgtheater’s repertory after only nine performances.

“History, of course, was the ultimate judge,” Cronkite notes, “and today critics and the public alike acknowledge that the prodigy from Salzburg triumphed in all he undertook — opera, symphonies, chamber music, concertos. ‘He was a miracle,’ wrote one critic.”

Highlighting the telecast is one of Mozart’s most famous pieces, the overture to The Marriage of Figaro, which sets the tone for the trip viewers will take to the many places throughout Vienna and Austria where the composer lived, worked and played. Included is a visit to the house at Domgasse 5, where he wrote Figaro and which is now a Mozart museum.

Also on tap is Joseph Lanner’s delightful The Mozartians, a waltz homage incorporating themes from Don Giovanni and The Magic Flute.  

Of course, the bulk of the program takes its cues from the fabled Strauss family, represented here by Eduard Strauss (“On the Telephone Polka”), Johann Strauss Sr. (“Radetzky March”) and Johann Jr. (“Blue Danube Waltz,” “New Pizzicato Polka” and “Fledermaus Waltz”). The last two pieces are danced at the Theater an der Wien and Palais Epstein by the Vienna State Opera Ballet and the Hamburg Ballet, to choreography by Hamburg chief choreographer and artistic director John Neumeier.   

The telecast marks Jansons’ first appearance on the Vienna Philharmonic New Year’s Day podium. Currently music director of the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra in Amsterdam and chief conductor of the Bavarian Radio Orchestra and Chorus, the Riga-born maestro has appeared with all the great orchestras in the world. His frequent appearances and tours with the Vienna Philharmonic and Berlin Philharmonic hold special significance in his career.  

He was last seen on GREAT PERFORMANCES in 2002’s “Berlin Philharmonic Europakonzert: From Istanbul” leading brilliant Swiss virtuoso Emmanuel Pahud in Mozart’s Concerto No. 2 for Flute and Orchestra.   
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■ GREAT PERFORMANCES online, pbs.org/wnet/gperf/, contains additional information about this and other GREAT PERFORMANCES programs. The colorful Web companion contains a wide variety of images, in-depth information about the programs and activities for teachers, including lesson plans, tips and resources.


