GREAT PERFORMANCES
“From Vienna: The New Year’s Celebration 2008”

Tuesday, January 1, 2008
2:30-4:00 and 8:00-9:30 p.m. ET
– Cronkite, Prêtre Lead Annual Special; Three-Quarter Time With the Vienna Philharmonic –

Legendary conductor Georges Prêtre, best known for his opera collaborations with Maria Callas and his affinity for French music, takes a deep bow to the King of Three-Quarter Time as he ascends the Vienna Philharmonic podium for “From Vienna: The New Year’s Celebration 2008,” airing Tuesday, January l, 2008, 2:30-4:00 and 8:00-9:30 p.m. ET (check local listings) on PBS as a presentation of GREAT PERFORMANCES. The sparkling program of Strauss waltzes and polkas marks the Frenchman’s New Year’s debut with the orchestra, as well as the 24th turn of Walter Cronkite as host. An estimated world-wide audience of 1.2 billion viewers is expected to join the festivities, beamed live by satellite from Musikverein concert hall.     

The program also marks another milestone: the 50th anniversary of the popular telecasts. Begun in 1959, they were led for the first 21 years by the orchestra’s beloved concertmaster, Willi Boskovsky. “Lorin Maazel, the first non-Austrian to conduct the concerts, faced the cameras from 1980 to 1986,” notes Cronkite, “and since then a star parade of maestros has accepted the orchestra’s coveted invitation to mount the holiday podium.” These included Herbert von Karajan, Claudio Abbado, Carlos Kleiber, Zubin Mehta, Riccardo Muti, Mariss Jansons and Seiji Ozawa. “A pretty distinguished group of gentlemen,” Cronkite says. “Today, the broadcasts define New Year’s Day around the world, from Reno, Nevada, to the Republic of China.” 

Highlighting the 2008 program is a visit to Vienna’s famed Spanish Riding School, where its white dancing stallions cavort to Strauss’ “Parisian Girl” polka. The immense white and gold hall with its series of crystal chandeliers has been a landmark since Emperor Karl VI built that part of the royal palace in the early 1700s. One of the major attractions of the city, these beautiful Lipizzaners define beauty and grace.

Other side trips include the Albertina Museum, where the Vienna State Opera and Folksoper Ballets will dance to the infectious “Enjoy Life!” waltz, plus a stop at a charming park just outside Karlskirche Church for the company’s wry comment on European-style football (soccer). The latter is accompanied by the jaunty “Chit Chat Polka.”
Waltz King fans also will enjoy the rarely heard “Indigo and the 40 Thieves Overture,” the classic “Emperor Waltz,” “Russian March” and, of course, “On the Beautiful Blue Danube.” In addition to Johann Strauss, other family members are represented with brother Joseph Strauss’ “Dragonfly” polka and papa Johann Sr.’s rousing “Radetzky March,” the traditional concert closing.

Underwriters: Irene Diamond Fund, Public Television Viewers, PBS and Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Special funding for this telecast provided by UniCredit Group. Producer: ORF Austrian Television in association with Thirteen/WNET New York. Executive producer: David Horn. Producer/writer: John Walker. Director: Brian Large. Choreographer/costume designer: Nicolas Musin. Series producer: David Horn. Senior producer for music: John Walker. Director of program development: Bill O’Donnell. Format: CC Stereo Letterbox. Online: pbs.org
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■ GREAT PERFORMANCES online, pbs.org/wnet/gperf/, contains additional information about this and other GREAT PERFORMANCES programs. The colorful Web companion contains a wide variety of images, in-depth information about the programs and activities for teachers, including lesson plans, tips and resources.


