GREAT PERFORMANCES 
“Garrison Keillor’s Independence Day Special: 
A Prairie Home Companion at Tanglewood”

– Prairie Home Companion Welcomes Meryl Streep –

The little town that time forgot is front and center this July 4 weekend when its best-known citizen and booster hosts “Garrison Keillor’s Independence Day Special: A Prairie Home Companion at Tanglewood.” Airing on PBS Sunday, July 2, 2006, 9:00-10:30 p.m. ET as a presentation of GREAT PERFORMANCES, the telecast finds the good people of Lake Wobegon joined by Private Eye Guy Noir, the cowboys Dusty and Lefty, and special guest star Meryl Streep. Also on hand are the Hopeful Gospel Quartet, the Wailin’ Jennys and, of course, Guy’s All-Star Shoe Band.

“We’re celebrating this great country, with great American stories and great American songs,” Keillor says, noting that the program marks the townfolks’ first appearance on the acclaimed GREAT PERFORMANCES series. “They’re strong, they’re good-looking, they’re above average and they are excited. And I get to give my annual Lake Wobegon Fourth of July speech.”

One of America’s most beloved humorists, Garrison Keillor started work at Minnesota Public Radio in 1969 on a 6-to-9 a.m. show called A Prairie Home Companion, named after the Prairie Home cemetery in Moorhead, Minnesota. From this he developed the idea of adding musical guests and commercials for imaginary products, and in 1974 he hosted the first live broadcast of the program as it is known today. More than four million listeners now tune in each week to hear the program over American Public Media’s 580-station network, the BBC, Armed Forces Radio Network and other international outlets.

This summer Keillor co-stars with Meryl Streep, Kevin Kline, Lindsay Lohan and Lily Tomlin in Robert Altman’s film version of A Prairie Home Companion. He also wrote the screenplay.

A familiar voice and face on PBS (last seen with Roy Blount Jr. in 2002’s THE MAIN STREAM), Keillor is the author of 14 books, including the New York Times best-sellers Love Me, Lake Wobegon Summer 1956, Wobegon Boy and Lake Wobegon Days.

Garrison Keillor, who lives in St. Paul, Minnesota, is a member of the Academy of American Arts & Letters and thinks the Berkshire Mountains, the Massachusetts home of Tanglewood, broadcast site of the telecast, “one of the beautiful places in our country.”

Longtime GREAT PERFORMANCES favorite Meryl Streep (“Secret Service,” “Uncommon Women and Others”) last appeared on the series in “GREAT PERFORMANCES’ 20th Anniversary Special.” 

Underwriters: Ernst & Young, Toyota, National Endowment for the Arts, Public Television Viewers, PBS and Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Co-producers: Prairie Home Productions and Thirteen/WNET New York. Executive producer: Barry Shulman. Director of program development: Bill O’Donnell. Senior producer for music: John Walker. Director: Alan Carter. Format: CC Stereo Letterbox/HD where available. Online: pbs.org
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■ GREAT PERFORMANCES online, pbs.org/wnet/gperf/, contains additional information about this and other GREAT PERFORMANCES programs. The colorful Web companion contains a wide variety of images, in-depth information about the programs and activities for teachers, including lesson plans, tips and resources.


