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– Emmylou Harris Joins the Fun at Historic Ryman Auditorium –
Tired of those noisy Times Square crowds, and raucous updates from Sydney and Tokyo? Then you’ll be happy to know that the good folks of Lake Wobegon are returning to GREAT PERFORMANCES with “Garrison Keillor’s New Year’s Eve Special,” airing on PBS Sunday, December 31, 2006, 10:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. ET. Broadcast live from Nashville’s historic Ryman Auditorium, original home of the legendary Grand Ole Opry, the telecast marks Keillor’s second holiday outing on GREAT PERFORMANCES this year; in July his Independence Day special from Tanglewood featured a singing Meryl Streep.

This time Emmylou Harris joins the fun, as will Rhonda Vincent and the Rage, Sam Bush, Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver, Jerry Douglas, and bluegrass and country music legends Stuart Duncan and Buddy Emmons. Also look for Suzy Bogguss, Old Crow Medicine Show, Robin and Linda Williams, John Randall, Cowboy Jack Clement and Prairie Home Companion regulars Fred Newman, Rich Dworsky and Guy’s All Star Shoe Band. “Our New Year’s Eve show is a live party for some great musicians to play the classic tunes on the Ryman stage,” Keillor says. “We’ll lift up the old songs and carry them proudly into the New Year.”

The festive telecast will be all the merrier due to the Opry’s role in providing Garrison Keillor with his original inspiration for an eclectic radio show with musical guests, skits and commercials for imaginary products that went on to become the favorite of public radio listeners that it is today.

“Nashville is a great old music colony,” he says, “where, despite all the traveling they do and the career pressures, musicians really do know and like each other. Here at the Ryman Auditorium, while the stars were onstage doing the Opry, the bands mingled and sat and picked in dressing rooms and in the alley between the back door and Tootsie’s Orchid Lounge,” he fondly recalls.

One of America’s most beloved humorists, Keillor started work at Minnesota Public Radio in 1969 on a 6:00-9:00 a.m. morning show called “A Prairie Home Companion,” named after the Prairie Home cemetery in Moorhead, Minnesota. Five years later he hosted the first live broadcast of the program as it is known today. Now, more than four million listeners tune in each week to hear the program over American Public Media’s 580-station network, the BBC, Armed Forces Network and other international outlets.

Keillor’s film adaptation of A Prairie Home Companion, directed by Robert Altman and featuring the celebrated ensemble cast of Kevin Kline, Lindsay Lohan, John C. Reilly, Meryl Streep, Lily Tomlin, Tommy Lee Jones and himself, proved an audience and critics’ delight this summer.  

Underwriters: UBS, Irene Diamond Fund, National Endowment for the Arts, Public Television Viewers, PBS and Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Special funding for this telecast provided by Toyota and The Starr Foundation. Producers: Prairie Home Productions LLC and Thirteen/WNET New York in association with High Five Television. Series executive producer: Barry Schulman. Series producer: David Horn. Senior producer for music: John Walker. Director of program development: Bill O’Donnell. Format: CC Stereo. Online: pbs.org
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■ GREAT PERFORMANCES online, pbs.org/wnet/gperf/, contains additional information about this and other GREAT PERFORMANCES programs. The colorful Web companion contains a wide variety of images, in-depth information about the programs and activities for teachers, including lesson plans, tips and resources.


