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GREAT PERFORMANCES “Hamlet”
Wednesday, April 28, 2010
8:00-11:30 p.m. ET on PBS

– Royal Shakespeare Company’s Production of Shakespeare’s Classic Stars Sir Patrick Stewart and David Tennant –
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	David Tennant as Hamlet
Credit:  Ellie Kurttz ©Illuminations/Royal Shakespeare Company


Shakespeare’s immortal “To be, or not to be” takes on a whole new meaning (and medium) as classical stage and screen actors Sir Patrick Stewart and David Tennant reprise their roles for the television adaptation of the Royal Shakespeare Company’s (RSC) 2008 stage production of Hamlet. GREAT PERFORMANCES “Hamlet” airs Wednesday, April 28, 2010, 8:00-11:30 p.m. ET on PBS.
“Hamlet” aired in the UK on Boxing Day (the day after Christmas), when more than 900,000 viewers tuned in for the BBC broadcast. In an article in The Observer, Britain’s Prime Minister Gordon Brown wrote, “Like many people, I had my love of Shakespeare reawakened by David Tennant’s TV portrayal of Hamlet … .”
Veteran stage and screen actor Sir Patrick Stewart reprises his 2009 Laurence Olivier Award-winning role of Claudius in the screen version, which is directed by Gregory Doran, who reprises his stage direction of the production. (In 2001, Doran directed the dynamic television adaptation of the RSC’s Macbeth.)  
The adaptation re-creates the tone and atmosphere of the stage production in a film-style interpretation shot in HD on location at St. Joseph’s College in Mill Hill, London.  
■ GREAT PERFORMANCES online at pbs.org/gperf contains additional information on GREAT PERFORMANCES programs. The Web companion contains a variety of images, in-depth information about the programs and activities for teachers, including lesson plans, tips and resources.

Underwriters: Irene Diamond Fund, National Endowment for the Arts, Vivian Milstein, , Public Television Viewers, PBS and Corporation for Public Broadcasting
Producers: Illuminations Television and the RSC for the BBC, in association with THIRTEEN for WNET.ORG and NHK 
Producers: John Wyver and Sebastian Grant 
Director: Gregory Doran
Series producer: THIRTEEN in association with WNET.ORG

Series executive producer: David Horn

Series producer: Bill O’Donnell 
Format: CC Stereo HD 
Online: pbs.org/gperf
– PBS –

CONTACT: Jitin Hingorani, WNET.ORG, 212-560-6609; hingoranij@wnet.org
For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.  
– more –
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