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HAYLEY WESTENRA BACKGROUNDER
In the short time since the release of Hayley Westenra’s first international album, Pure, the 17-year-old from Christchurch, New Zealand, has made history in the music industry.  She became the fastest-selling classical artist of all time in the U.K. when the album smashed the Top 10 U.K. pop charts, reaching gold status in under a week, and soon turning double platinum.

However the story really started 11 years earlier when she danced and sang the lead in her school Christmas play at the age of six.  It was at this show that Jill and Gerard Westenra first witnessed their daughter’s extraordinary talent.  A teacher approached Mrs. Westenra after the performance and told her that Hayley was pitch-perfect.  She suggested the youngster take up a musical instrument to encourage her talent, and soon Hayley began violin lessons.  It was the beginning of a relationship with music that has been the driving force in her life ever since.

In 2000 she recorded a demo album, mainly as what she called a “memento.”  This personal souvenir – just 1000 copies were pressed – unlocked the key to her future.  On the day the recording of the CD was completed, she and her younger sister Sophie (both vocalists, violinists and pianists, while younger brother Isaac plays the flute) performed on the street in Christchurch and quickly drew an enthusiastic crowd.  A woman asked them if they had recorded anything.  The fan was a journalist with a local television station and Hayley soon appeared on air.  The appearance captured the attention of a leading New Zealand concert promoter, Gray Bartlett, and a deal with Universal Music New Zealand soon followed.
Her self-titled debut recording for Universal New Zealand featured an eclectic mix of show music and classical pieces.  It went straight in at No. 1 in the pop charts, turned triple platinum and made her the fastest-selling local artist in New Zealand’s history.  This was followed by a Christmas album, My Gift to You, which turned platinum.  She soon attracted the attention of the Decca Music Group in London which, in cooperation with Universal New Zealand, signed her to an international record deal.  The result was Pure, and recording history.


Hayley Westenra in Concert (w.t.) marks her GREAT PERFORMANCES debut.
..........…
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