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JOHN LENNON’S JUKEBOX
Program Quotes

“I had no idea about doing music as a way of life until rock ’n’ roll hit me and it changed my whole life.

“I studied the records.  What are they saving?  How are they doing it?  How do they make this music?  What are they doing that excites me?”
John Lennon

“I remember ‘Be-Bop-A-Lula.’  My mother brought that into the house.  In 1957?  58?  I must have been six at the time.  I remember rolling around on the floor in some kind of religious…(trails off).  Just rolling, shaking, it was so exciting.
“A record seems like a magical artifact, something that came from another planet – America!”

Sting

“When I was a kid I was a fan of Elvis Presley and Little Richard and Chuck Berry.  Up till then, all rock ’n’ rollers had been black and poor rural South or city slum.  The whites had been truckers like Elvis.  So all this about when did rock ’n’ roll start, it’s more when did the honkies notice it?  This was something strong and powerful and beautiful”

John Lennon


“In those days, in the 1950s and early 60s, music was put into categories.  R&B was played on the black stations and pop on white stations.  Mine got played on white stations and black stations.  They didn’t know I was black, which was why we couldn’t tour until 1962.  They didn’t find out until then and by that time they’d put out three records on me and they’d gone on all the pop charts.”
Gary “U.S.” Bonds


“We would pick songs that we really liked and liked to hear on the radio and we’d go grab a copy at the record shop, play it to everybody, write the lyrics for the singer.  We’d probably cut it in two or three takes and we made it ours.  We did that with a lot of songs and I’m impressed we’re in the jukebox.”
Steve Cropper of Booker T. & The MGS

“If that was our jukebox, I can assure you, there would be 500 Leiber and Stoller songs on it, and there might be one Little Richard.”

Composer Jerry Leiber
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