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JOSH GROBAN BACKGROUNDER
Since the release of his self-titled debut album in 2001, Josh Groban has become a musical phenomenon, selling more than nine million albums worldwide, performing sold-out concerts to a combined audience of more than a half-million fans, and amassing scores of television appearances, most notably his 2002 special on Thirteen/WNET New York’s GREAT PERFORMANCES.  That telecast, featuring the album’s international hit “To Where You Are,” became a number-one selling DVD and the best-selling long-form music video of 2002. 
Crowned “The New Boy Wonder of the Voice” by The New York Times, the 23-year-old can look back on an artistic odyssey that is a saga of talent, determination and more than a little good luck.  Born and raised in Los Angeles, he joined his school vocal group as a young teen because, “everyone else was doing it.”  But it was only when he began attending the prestigious Interlochen Arts Program that the fledgling vocalist began to take his talent seriously, subsequently appearing in several musical theater productions.

It was in 1998 that his vocal abilities began to attract professional attention.  “I was studying with a vocal coach who knew David Foster,” he recounts, “and David called and told me he needed a singer right away for an inaugural program for the Governor of California.”  What followed was a string of performing and recording opportunities presented by David Foster, whose unerring ear for talents had honed in on Groban’s extraordinary facility with both pop and classical material.

A month later Foster called again and asked Groban to fill in for Andrea Bocelli to sing “The Prayer” at a Grammy rehearsal.  “At first I said no.  I was afraid the song was too high and I didn’t want to embarrass myself.”  But a persistent Foster prevailed and the then-17-year-old Groban sang the Oscar-nominated song from Quest for Camelot.  “The whole experience was unreal,” remembers Groban.  Shortly thereafter, the singer received news that he had been selected for Carnegie Mellon’s famed musical theater department.  “I was thrilled to be singing for David,” Groban reveals, “but also knew that Carnegie Mellon was a great opportunity.”  But at that moment, Reprise Records offered the artist an exclusive recording contract.  Work began immediately on the debut album, with Foster at the production helm.

“I love his natural ability in the pop and rock arena, but I love his sense of classics even more.  He’s a true musical force to be reckoned with,” comments Foster, who also oversaw his protégé’s second album, Closer, released in November of last year.  In just two months, that album, featuring the stunning “You Raise Me Up,” earned Groban his first-ever number one when it skyrocketed from number 11 to number one on the Billboard album charts.  It is also the inspiration for his December GREAT PERFORMANCES special, Josh Groban Live at The Greek.  
Groban’s loyal army of fans, affectionately termed “Grobanites,” have been following his career from his debut TV appearance on Ally McBeal through his recent serenade to Oprah Winfrey on the occasion of her 50th birthday, as well as singing at the closing ceremonies of the Salt Lake City Olympics, when he was seen by more than a billion people.
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