GREAT PERFORMANCES
“Lionel Richie: Live in Paris”

– An Evening of Funk and Simmering Soul –

“Hello, is it me you’re looking for?” teases Lionel Richie, and the responding roar of 18,000 fans at Paris’ Bercy Arena proves answer enough. Still boasting an infectious grin and talent to burn, the venerable singer-songwriter works a crowd like no one else, effortlessly molding an easy stage presence with an arsenal of crowd-pleasing hits. Both are on ample display in GREAT PERFORMANCES “Lionel Richie: Live in Paris,” airing as part of the August 2007 pledge drive (check local listings) on PBS.

Inspired by his latest album, Coming Home, the telecast, recorded in May at the City of Light’s largest concert venue, offers both new and vintage Richie. Featuring several songs from the 2006 Island Records release, including Billboard’s No. 1 Adult R&B crossover hit “I Call It Love,” the evening delights longtime fans with selections from Richie’s solo career, as well as his days with the Commodores. Among the offerings: “Easy,” “Three Times a Lady,” “Dancing on the Ceiling” and “Hello.”

A populist crowd-pleaser who clearly knows which buttons to press, he triumphantly concludes the lovefest with a euphoric “All Night Long.” Wrote The Manchester Evening News in its five-star review, “The appeal of an artist whose total record sales since Commodore days in 1974 top 100 million is to appeal to different generations — the eight-year-old girl in front of me knew every word of ‘Endless Love’ although it was a hit in 1981 when her young mum was a baby.” Added The London Times, “Richie remains one of pop’s most enduring guilty pleasures.”    

Born and raised in Alabama, not far from Tuskegee Institute, the Motown veteran is perhaps one of contemporary music’s most prolific artists. Starting in 1967 as a founding member of the Commodores, for whom he authored “Lady,” “Sail On,” “Still” and other classics, he launched his solo career in 1982. Soon followed such megahits as “All Night Long,” “Endless Love” (duetting with Diana Ross) and “We Are the World” (co-written with Michael Jackson). The five-time Grammy Award-winner, who also won an Oscar for his “Say You, Say Me” (from White Knights), was inducted into the Songwriter’s Hall of Fame in 1994 in recognition of his prodigious accomplishments in popular music.

GREAT PERFORMANCES “Lionel Richie: Live in Paris” was recorded at Palais Omnisports de Paris-Bercy on May 15, 2007.
Underwriters: UBS, Public Television Viewers, PBS and Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Series producer: Thirteen/WNET New York. Executive producer: Randy Phillips. Producer: Ali Sharon. Co-producers: David Loeffler and Michael Simmons. Director: Julia Knowles. Series producer: David Horn. Director of program development: Bill O’Donnell. Format: CC Stereo. Online: pbs.org
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■ GREAT PERFORMANCES online, pbs.org/wnet/gperf/, contains additional information about this and other GREAT PERFORMANCES programs. The colorful Web companion contains a wide variety of images, in-depth information about the programs and activities for teachers, including lesson plans, tips and resources.


