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LIONEL RICHIE BACKGROUNDER
It’s Lionel Richie’s innate ability to write and sing from his experience that has made his music so accessible for literally millions of people from one continent to another for nearly four decades.  In 1967, he co-founded The Commodores at Tuskegee Institute in Alabama and after signing with Motown Records in 1971, the group became one of the most popular bands in the U.S., shaking dance floors with “Machine Gun” and “Brick House” and creating a slew of future slow jam classics with “Easy,” “Three Times a Lady” and “Sail On.” 

He began stepping outside The Commodores in 1980, after Kenny Rogers’ hit version of “Lady” led him to produce the singer’s 1981 album Share Your Love.  “Endless Love,” his 1981 chart-topping duet with Diana Ross (covered in 1994 by Luther Vandross and Mariah Carey), was Motown’s most successful single and further fueled his solo ambitions.  In 1982, the release of his self-titled solo quadruple platinum Motown debut set him on a record-breaking pathway to global superstardom:  Can’t Slow Down, his 10-million-selling 1984 Grammy Award Album of the Year, was followed by 1986’s massively-successful Dancing on the Ceiling. 

After a period of reflection and personal growth, he returned in 1992 with Back to Front, followed by 1996’s Louder Than Words, 1998’s Time, 2001’s Renaissance, 2003’s Encore and the aptly-titled The Definitive Collection, a worldwide multi-million-selling retrospective.  He is the recipient of five Grammys, an Oscar, 11 American Music Awards, five People’s Choice Awards, a World Music Lifetime Achievement Award, and claims a much-deserved Star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.  His continuing relevance as a multi-generational artist was evidenced by his inclusion as a celebrity judge of “American Idol” a couple of seasons back.  The performance of his classic “Easy” by one of the finalists during the 2006 season was another reminder of his enduring presence on the contemporary music scene – some 30 years after he first recorded the song with The Commodores.
This August he debuts on Thirteen/WNET New York’s GREAT PERFORMANCES in his first PBS concert special, Lionel Richie: Live in Paris, recorded at Bercy Arena and inspired by his chart-topping Coming Home album (Island/Def Jam) and its lead single, “I Call It Love.”
……….
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