GREAT PERFORMANCES
“Michael Bublé: Caught in the Act”

Canadian singing sensation Michael Bublé headlines his first-ever television special, “Michael Bublé: Caught in the Act,” airing on PBS as part of the December 2005 pledge drive (check local listings). Recorded live at L.A.’s famed Wiltern LG Theatre, the telecast presents the playful and charming Bublé, accompanied by a soaring 27-piece band, reinventing every standard he sings — from a heartfelt version of “Try a Little Tenderness” and a swinging “I’ve Got You Under My Skin” to a rocking Latin-themed “Sway” and a dancing-in-the-aisles “Save the Last Dance for Me.”  

The Vancouver native’s between-song humor delights his audience throughout the show. Moving easily between ballads like the Nina Simone classic “Feelin’ Good,” the artist brings the crowd to its feet with the Bublé-penned chart-topping hit “Home.”

Adding a dash of international glamour, Italian pop star Laura Pausini drops by for a sizzling duet version of “You’ll Never Find Another Love.” 

Says Bublé, “I don’t want to classify my music. I think the coolest thing about it is that it speaks to everybody. I’m not a pop singer or a jazz singer. I’m an entertainer who interprets beautiful songs. Nobody has more passion and respect for this music than I do.”

His current CD, It’s Time, which has just been certified platinum, entered the Billboard chart at No. 7 and remained in the top 50 since its release in early February of this year. His albums have sold more than six million copies worldwide. Assessed the New York Times, “His voice is strong and confident, his phrasing innately rhythmic. Mr. Bublé drips with star quality.”

Says telecast director David Horn, who helmed GREAT PERFORMANCES’ last two Josh Groban specials, “Michael may be influenced by his predecessors — Sinatra, Bobby Darin and other legends — but the effect is no simple impersonation. He loves those singers and he loves their songs, but there’s no question his sound and musical instincts are all his own.

“And, best of all, he’s really funny, a natural showman. He plays with the style, as much as honors it. Michael has no need for nostalgia. His time is definitely now.”
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■ GREAT PERFORMANCES online, pbs.org/wnet/gperf/, contains additional information about this and other GREAT PERFORMANCES programs. The colorful Web companion contains a wide variety of images, in-depth information about the programs and activities for teachers, including lesson plans, tips and resources.


