GREAT PERFORMANCES
“My Name Is Barbra”

GREAT PERFORMANCES returns to Golden Age TV music specials with “My Name Is Barbra,” the Emmy Award-winning one-woman spectacular that heralded for television audiences the meteoric arrival of the phenomenon known as Barbra Streisand. Digitally remastered and restored to its original black and white opulence, “My Name Is Barbra” airs on PBS as part of the December 2005 pledge drive (check local listings). The singer-actress, just 23 years old, is already the consummate artist.

Reviewing the April 28, 1965, “My Name Is Barbra,” her first-ever special, United Press International exclaimed “she is so great it is shocking. She may well be the most supremely talented and complete popular entertainer that this country has ever produced. A pinnacle moment in American show business, in any form, in any period.”

Divided into three “acts,” the program opens with Streisand virtually playing herself as a child, lingering over such favorites as “I’m Late,” “Make Believe” and “People.” Then it’s a whirlwind “poverty medley” (“Second Hand Rose,” “I Got Plenty o’ Nuttin’”), set in Manhattan’s ultra posh department store, Bergdorf Goodman (check the Halston hats!). For the finale, it’s sheer magic time: a concert on a dark stage in a single spotlight. The songs are Streisand classics: “When the Sun Comes Out,” “My Man” and “Happy Days Are Here Again,” plus “Don’t Rain on My Parade” and “The Music That Makes Me Dance,” numbers she sang nightly on Broadway in Funny Girl.

“No major guest stars — not even any minor ones,” the singer laughingly recalls, “just me and a bunch of great songs and some wonderful musicians. I remember the experience as being one of the most joyful of my career.” Peter Matz arranged and conducted the music, with Broadway’s brilliant Joe Layton (No Strings, George M) conceiving, staging and choreographing the production numbers.  

The rest of Streisand’s story is, of course, legend. Preceding “My Name Is Barbra” were her explosive Broadway successes in I Can Get It for You Wholesale and Funny Girl, initiating a career of unparalleled award-winning triumphs in all media … and the start of a recording career that has set the bar level for female performers. Soon after “My Name is Barbra” and “Color Me Barbra,” her second special which airs on GREAT PERFORMANCES in March, came the tours, the movies (a 1968 Oscar for the film Funny Girl), the soundtracks, duet albums, her film directorial debut (Yentl) and other numerously awarded film triumphs as director, actor, producer and composer.  
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■ GREAT PERFORMANCES online, pbs.org/wnet/gperf/, contains additional information about this and other GREAT PERFORMANCES programs. The colorful Web companion contains a wide variety of images, in-depth information about the programs and activities for teachers, including lesson plans, tips and resources.


