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RENÉE FLEMING BACKGROUNDER
Renowned for her sensuous voice, stylistic versatility and captivating stage presence, American soprano Renée Fleming is recognized by press and public alike as one of today’s great artists.  Acclaimed as the gold standard of soprano sound, the two-time Grammy Award winner’s vocal artistry is sought after on the world’s most distinguished stages and in recordings.  An acknowledged risk-taker in her field, she is a champion of new music as well as the standard repertoire, and has earned the respect of her colleagues and praise from journalists for the many works written for her and the many roles she has created for the operatic stage.

She is an exclusive recording artist with Decca, and includes among her latest albums Daphne, Strauss’ opera conducted by Semyon Bychkov, and Sacred Songs, a collection of sacred songs and arias featuring Andreas Delfs leading the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra.  The latter is the inspiration for her holiday television special on Thirteen/WNET New York’s GREAT PERFORMANCES November 30 on PBS (check local listings).  That evening, recorded at Mainz Cathedral in Germany, features Trevor Pinnock leading the renowned Deutsche Kammerphilharmonic Bremen.  
Other recent albums include Haunted Heart, a popular album of jazz standards, and Renée Fleming: Handel, a collection of that composer’s best-loved arias.
A particular favorite of Metropolitan Opera audiences, she sings an eagerly awaited Manon this fall and next spring at the house, in a sparkling revival of Massenet’s opera, led by Jesús López-Cobos and co-starring Argentinian tenor Marcelo Álvarez.
Her book The Inner Voice: The Making of a Singer, in which she shares what she has learned from her experience as an inspiration for those contemplating a career in the arts, is available from Viking Penguin in both hardcover and paperback.

Renée Fleming’s achievements in classical music have been recognized with many honors, the most recent being the 2004 Classical Brits Award for Outstanding Contribution to Music.  In 2003, she was bestowed with an Honorary Membership by the Royal Academy of Music and an honorary doctorate from the Juilliard School.
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