GREAT PERFORMANCES
“Renée Fleming: Sacred Songs and Carols”

Beloved American soprano Renée Fleming returns to GREAT PERFORMANCES in “Renée Fleming: Sacred Songs and Carols,” an evening of devotional and holiday favorites encoring on PBS Wednesday, December 29, 2006, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET. Recorded last November at the historic Mainz Cathedral in Germany, with Trevor Pinnock leading the esteemed Deutsche Kammerphilharmonie Bremen, “the greatest operatic diva of our time” (Parade) presents a program of personally selected works by Mozart, Bach and Berlioz — music she has lived with since childhood.

“I grew up singing in church choirs,” says the GREAT PERFORMANCES regular (“Carnegie Hall Opening Night 2004,” ““Renée Fleming and Bryn Terfel: Music Under the Stars”). “My father was a choral conductor who worked in many different Protestant denominations, including Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist and the United Church of Christ as we moved between Pennsylvania and New York State.”
Among the telecast highlights are selections from Handel’s Messiah (“Rejoice Greatly”) and Berlioz’s L’Enfance du Christ (“L’Adieu des Bergers”). Also featured are “Laudate Dominum” from Mozart’s Mass in C Minor, Bach’s “Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring,” Gounod’s “Ave Maria” and “Simple Song” from Bernstein’s Mass. “Adeste Fidelis” and “O Holy Night,” among the soprano’s favorite carols, complete the evening.

Throughout the planning and production of the telecast, and her new Sacred Songs album that inspired it (Decca 4757177), Renée Fleming resisted the temptation to make the numbers sound overly operatic. “I think that’s one thing that a lot of the songs have in common. They’re just quite singable in terms of melody. And somehow, they have made it into the fabric of our culture and they have stayed there.”

Underwriters: UBS, National Endowment for the Arts, Public Television Viewers, PBS and Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Additional funding for this telecast provided by Anna-Maria and Stephen Kellen Arts Fund and Starr Foundation. Producers: ZDF and Thirteen/WNET New York. Executive producer: Barry Schulman. Producer: Martin Schneider. Director: Elisabeth Malzer. Series producer: David Horn. Senior producer for music: John Walker. Director of program development: Bill O’Donnell. Format: CC Stereo. Online: pbs.org
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CONTACT: Bill Grayson, Thirteen/WNET, Tel.: 212/560-3053; Fax: 212/560-3016; grayson@thirteen.org

Heather DiRubba, Thirteen/WNET, Tel.: 212/560-3134; Fax: 212/560-3012; dirubbah@thirteen.org
■ GREAT PERFORMANCES online, pbs.org/wnet/gperf/, contains additional information about this and other GREAT PERFORMANCES programs. The colorful Web companion contains a wide variety of images, in-depth information about the programs and activities for teachers, including lesson plans, tips and resources.


