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Production Bios

GREAT PERFORMANCES Respect Yourself: The Stax Records Story
Isaac Hayes
Past and Present Stax Artist
Few figures have exerted greater influence over the music industry over the past five decades than Isaac Hayes.  He began his long association with Stax Records in 1964 playing sax with the Mar-Keys and keyboards with the MGs.  There, he forged a songwriting partnership with David Porter, penning some 200 songs, including “Soul Man” and “Hold On, I’m Comin’ ” for Sam & Dave, “B-A-B-Y” for Carla Thomas, and “I Got to Love Somebody’s Baby” for Johnnie Taylor.  By 1969, he put soul music on the mainstream map – and sent his career trajectory skyward – with his groundbreaking solo album, Hot Buttered Soul.  An accomplished Grammy, Golden Globe and Academy Award-winning composer and musician, the Rock and Roll Hall of Famer is also a published author (his cookbook is a best-seller), actor, radio personality, restaurateur, and philanthropist.  To describe him as royalty is no exaggeration – he has been a coronated King of Ghana for more than a decade – but instead of a palace, he built an 8,000-square-foot educational facility through his Isaac Hayes Foundation.  He is most certainly the only king on Earth with Grammy Awards, gold records and an Oscar – not to mention an alter-ego on an animated television series and a top-secret recipe for barbecue sauce.

Al Bell
Former Chairman and Owner of Stax Records

Al Bell was a disc jockey when he arrived at Stax Records in 1965.  He went on to become the company’s chairman, chief executive officer and owner, as well as president of Motown Records and a major force in the American music scene for the next 40 years.  Under his direction Stax grew to become the second-largest African American-owned business in the 1970s.  His marketing and promotional innovations – such as coining the phrase “The Memphis Sound” – continue to impact the recording industry to this day.  Bell was executive producer of the 1972 documentary Wattstax, and in the same year was named one of Ebony magazine’s “100 Most Influential Black Men.”  Among his many other honors are the W.C. Handy Lifetime Achievement Award, Black Music Pioneer Award, the Alex Haley Roots Award, the NAACP Founder’s Award, and induction into the Arkansas Black Hall of Fame.  Founder and president of Bellmark Records, Bell is currently serving as consultant and acting president of Alpine Records, LLC, and developing new ventures for the music and entertainment industries.

Deanie Parker
Former Stax Artist and President of Soulsville Foundation

Deanie Parker has been a member of the Stax family since 1963 as a singer, composer, liner notes writer, photographer, editor, publicist, and historian for the label.  After an executive career in marketing and communications at the Regional Medical Center in Memphis and a nine-year stint heading up the Memphis in May Festival, she returned to Stax to establish the Soulsville Foundation in 2005.  This organization oversees the Stax Museum of American Soul Music and the Stax Music Academy, both based at the historic Stax studio site at 926 E. McLemore Avenue in Memphis.  Last January, after serving as Soulsville’s president and CEO, Parker announced her plans to retire from the foundation and the year-long Stax 50th anniversary celebration, which she is producing, at the end of 2007.  

Angie Stone
Current Stax artist
Along with Isaac Hayes, Angie Stone is one of the first two artists signed to the reactivated Stax label.  Her debut album for Stax, The Art of Love & War, will be released September 18. The Grammy-nominated “neo-soul” singer/songwriter/keyboardist has appeared on dozens of chart-topping singles, including “Funk You Up” with The Sequence, “Seems You’re Much Too Busy” with Vertical Hold and the top 10 R&B hit “No More Rain (In This Cloud).”  Her solo albums include Black Diamond, Mahogany Soul and Stone Love, and she can be heard on the soundtracks for the films Disappearing Acts, Austin Powers in Goldmember, Bamboozled, and Diary of a Mad Black Woman.  Also an actor, Angie Stone has appeared on television (Moesha, Girlfriends and One-on-One) and film (The Hot Chick, The Fighting Temptations).
Morgan Neville
Producer/Director

Filmmaker Morgan Neville earned a Grammy nomination for his American Masters film Muddy Waters: Can’t Be Satisfied – a collaboration with Robert Gordon – and accolades for another American Masters profile, Hank Williams: Honky Tonk Blues.  He also teamed with Gordon on Shakespeare Was a Big George Jones Fan: Cowboy Jack Clement’s Home Movies.  Neville’s documentaries specialize in cultural and historic subjects and include the award-winning Shotgun Freeway: Drives Thru Lost L.A., Hair-Do’s and Heartache: Women in Country Music and Hollywood Home Movies, a history of the movie business using found footage.  He has also made films on John Steinbeck, the Brill Building, Sam Phillips and Sun Records, Brian Wilson, Leiber & Stoller, and Burt Bacharach.  His latest project, The Cool School, looks at the birth of the modern art scene in Los Angeles and will premiere on PBS during the 2007-08 season.

Robert Gordon
Producer/Director

A pre-eminent authority on Memphis music, Robert Gordon partnered with Morgan Neville on the Grammy-nominated American Masters film Muddy Waters: Can’t Be Satisfied as well as Shakespeare Was a Big George Jones Fan.  He received another Grammy nomination for his liner notes for the Al Green box set Anthology, which he produced.  Gordon was writer and associate producer of The Road to Memphis, an episode of Martin Scorsese Presents the Blues.  His film All Day & All Night: Musicians’ Memories of Beale Street aired on PBS in 1990 and was exhibited at MoMA’s New Directors/New Films.  Other film projects include William Eggleston’s Stranded in Canton.  Gordon is also the author of five books, including It Came from Memphis and The Life and Times of Muddy Waters, and his music videos have aired on MTV, VH1 and BET.

MARK CROSBY

Producer

Producer Mark Crosby began his association with Stax in 1999 as part of the original team that created the Stax Museum of American Soul Music.  Crosby conceived and oversaw production of the museum’s more than thirty short films on Stax and soul music generally.  In doing so, he selected and worked closely with numerous filmmakers from across the country, including Robert Gordon.  Crosby also served as the executive producer of Soul Comes Home, a PBS film capturing the opening concert of the Stax Museum in 2003.  
David Horn
Series Producer and Director of Music and Programming, Thirteen/WNET New York

A music producer, director and filmmaker, David Horn is responsible for the development, production, and programming of Thirteen/WNET New York’s national music presentations on PBS.  He has been with GREAT PERFORMANCES for 26 years, serving as series producer since 1986.  In 1992, Horn created In the Spotlight, a series of primetime popular music specials, and later became executive producer of Sessions At West 54th.  For both series he received the ASCAP Deems Taylor Award, which recognizes excellence in music broadcast programming.  Horn won the 2005 Emmy for Outstanding Non-Fiction Series as the executive producer of the six-part documentary series Broadway: The American Musical.  Among his many other Emmy-nominated programs are Eric Clapton Crossroads Guitar Festival; Leonard Bernstein’s “Candide” In Concert; a live concert broadcast of Andrea Bocelli’s Statue of Liberty Concert, American Dream; and My Favorite Broadway: The Leading Ladies.  Horn most recently directed We Love Ella! A Tribute to the First Lady of Song.
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