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Great Performances Presents The Arts Interrupted on Friday, May 14 on PBS
Hosted by Vanessa Williams

How have the arts been managing during the COVID-19 pandemic? Arts organizations across America share their survival stories, along with examples of innovative performances, from COVID-19 inspired theater to site-specific operas. The film explores how the pandemic and the Black Lives Matter movement have impacted America’s emerging artists in this new documentary hosted by GRAMMY, Emmy and Tony nominee Vanessa Williams.

#PBSForTheArts is a multiplatform campaign that celebrates the resiliency of the arts in America during the COVID-19 pandemic shutdown and reopening, and features new performing arts content filmed within the constraints of the pandemic. The collection of #PBSForTheArts programs will be available for broadcast on PBS and streaming on pbs.org/arts and the PBS Video app. Curated conversation and digital shorts will be available on PBS social media platforms using #PBSForTheArts.

Featuring interviews with:
· Oskar Eustis, The Public Theater
· Jordana Leigh, Senior Director of Artistic Programming, Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts
· Simone Eccleston, Director of Hip Hop Culture and Contemporary Music, Kennedy Center
· Kamilah Forbes, Executive Producer, Apollo Theater
· Ralph Remington, Director of Cultural Affairs, San Francisco Arts Commission
· Danny Burstein, Tony-nominated actor, “Moulin Rouge”
· Alejandra Duque Cifuentes, Executive Director, Dance/NYC
· Somi, Composer & Musician
· Anne Huang, Executive Director, World Arts West
· Janice Sinden, President & CEO, Colorado Center for the Performing Arts
· Marilyn McCoo & Billy Davis Jr., GRAMMY-winning performers
 
Featuring performances from:
· “Moulin Rouge”
· Renée Fleming & Vanessa Williams
· Yo-Yo Ma 
· Ballet X 
· Somi with Alte Big Band
· Michigan Opera Theatre
· Rosanne Cash & John Leventhal
· Scott Patterson

Produced and directed by Akisa Omulepu, Great Performances: The Arts Interrupted is a production of THIRTEEN Productions LLC. Great Performances is a production of The WNET Group. Bill O’Donnell is Series Producer and David Horn is Executive Producer.

Major funding for Great Performances: The Arts Interrupted is provided by The Joseph and Robert Cornell Memorial Foundation, the Anna-Maria and Stephen Kellen Arts Fund, the LuEsther T. Mertz Charitable Trust, Jody and John Arnhold, The Philip and Janice Levin Foundation, the Kate W. Cassidy Foundation, the Thea Petschek Iervolino Foundation, Rosalind P. Walter, The Starr Foundation, the Seton Melvin Charitable Trust, the Estate of Worthington Mayo-Smith, Ellen and James S. Marcus and PBS.

Throughout its more than 40-year history on PBS, Great Performances has provided an unparalleled showcase of the best in all genres of the performing arts, serving as America’s most prestigious and enduring broadcaster of cultural programming. The series is available for streaming simultaneously on all station-branded PBS platforms, including pbs.org/gperf and the PBS Video app, which is available on iOS, Android, Roku, Apple TV, Amazon Fire TV, and Chromecast. PBS station members can view episodes via Passport (contact your local PBS station for details). Great Performances is produced by THIRTEEN Productions LLC for WNET. 

Websites: http://pbs.org/gperf, facebook.com/GreatPerformances, @GPerfPBS, https://www.youtube.com/greatperformancespbs/ #PBSForTheArts

About The WNET Group
The WNET Group creates inspiring media content and meaningful experiences for diverse audiences nationwide. It is the nonprofit parent company of New York’s THIRTEEN – America’s flagship PBS station – WLIW21, THIRTEEN PBSKids, WLIW World and Create; Long Island’s only NPR station WLIW-FM; and ALL ARTS, the arts and culture media provider. The WNET Group also operates NJ PBS, New Jersey’s statewide public television network, and newsroom NJ Spotlight News. Through these channels and streaming platforms, The WNET Group brings arts, culture, education, news, documentary, entertainment and DIY programming to more than five million viewers each month. The WNET Group’s award-winning productions include signature PBS series Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, PBS NewsHour Weekend and Amanpour and Company and trusted local news programs MetroFocus and NJ Spotlight News with Briana Vannozzi. Inspiring curiosity and nurturing dreams, The WNET Group’s award-winning Kids’ Media and Education team produces the PBS KIDS series Cyberchase, interactive Mission US history games, and resources for families, teachers and caregivers. A leading public media producer for nearly 60 years, The WNET Group presents and distributes content that fosters lifelong learning, including multi-platform initiatives addressing poverty, jobs, economic opportunity, social justice, understanding and the environment. Through Passport, station members can stream new and archival programming anytime, anywhere. Community-supported, The WNET Group represents the best in public media. Join us. 
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