GREAT PERFORMANCES 
“Vienna State Opera 50th Anniversary Reopening Gala”
– Domingo, Mehta, Terfel Salute Anniversary of Reopening –
Plácido Domingo leads a distinguished cast of opera luminaries, including Bryn Terfel, Thomas Hampson and Soile Isokoski, in a historic 50th anniversary salute to the re-opening of the beloved Vienna State Opera. GREAT PERFORMANCES “Vienna State Opera 50th Anniversary Reopening Gala” airs on PBS Monday, September 18, 2006, 9:00-10:30 p.m. ET. Recorded last November when the international gathering of singers performed under the batons of conductors Zubin Mehta, Seiji Ozawa, Christian Thielemann and Daniele Gatti, the telecast offers a concert program of arias and scenes selected from operas featured in the original 1955 gala reopening season.

Among the evening’s many highlights are Ozawa’s stirring Leonore Overture from Beethoven’s Fidelio; Violeta Urmana’s plaintive “O Patria Mia” from Verdi’s Aida; Domingo and Agnes Baltsa’s intensely dramatic Act 4 duet from Aida; Terfel’s Hans Sachs Monolog from Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg; Hampson’s Champagne Aria from Mozart’s Don Giovanni; the closing trio and duet from Strauss’s Der Rosenkavalier, with Soile Isokoski, Angelika Kirchschlager and Genia Kühmeier; and Fidelio’s thundering Act 2 finale, which brings the elegant audience to an emotional standing ovation.

Co-starring in the glittery telecast are Johan Botha (as Radames in Aida, Florestan in Fidelio), Boaz Daniel (Masetto in Don Giovanni), Ferruccio Furlanetto (Leporello in Don Giovanni), Edita Gruberova (Donna Anna in Don Giovanni), Ildikó Raimondi (Zerlina in Don Giovanni, Marzelline in Fidelio) and Michael Schade (Don Ottavio in Don Giovanni).    

Interwoven between numbers are recollections of artists who recall the devastating bombing that heavily damaged the company’s 1869 edifice during the final days of World War II, and the trying period that followed. Offering memories are the legendary Elisabeth Schwarzkopf, Sena Jurinac and Christa Ludwig, as well as tenor Waldemar Kmentt, who remembers the attempts to extinguish the fire that ensued: “There was this horrendous noise caused by the cracking floor boards and planks under the explosive blaze. The flames were up to 60 meters high. One really thought that this was the end.”

It was exactly 10 years later, on November 5, 1955, that the house — façade and interior restored — resumed its place among the world’s great musical institutions. It is that occasion that GREAT PERFORMANCES “Vienna State Opera 50th Anniversary Reopening Gala” honors.

Also featured in the large cast are Walter Fink, Franz Grundheber, Nadia Krasteva, Herwig Pecoraro, Deborah Polaski and Georg Tichy. 

Underwriters: Ernst & Young, Public Television Viewers, PBS and Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Special funding for this program provided by Anna-Maria and Stephen Kellen Arts Fund, LuEsther T. Mertz Charitable Trust, City of Vienna and Irene Diamond Fund. Producer: Clasart Film. Director: Brian Large. Series executive producer: Barry Shulman. Series producer: David Horn. Senior producer for music: John Walker. Director of program development: Bill O’Donnell. Format: CC Stereo. Online: pbs.org
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■ GREAT PERFORMANCES online, pbs.org/wnet/gperf/, contains additional information about this and other GREAT PERFORMANCES programs. The colorful Web companion contains a wide variety of images, in-depth information about the programs and activities for teachers, including lesson plans, tips and resources.


