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…about VITTORIO

Born in Rome but brought up in Arezzo, near Florence, Vittorio Grigolo (GREE-go-lo), at 28, has already become one of the premier tenors of his generation.  Encouraged by his father, who played opera in the car while driving him to school, he was singing arias around the house by the age of four.  At age nine he was discovered while singing in an optician’s shop in Rome, and was chosen for the world-famous Sistine Chapel Choir.  He soon became a soloist in “the little bambino choir.”

A few years later, he was invited to sing Tosca with Luciano Pavarotti at the Rome Opera.  The Great One was so impressed by his adolescent co-star that he raved about him after his performance to the press, dubbing him il Pavarottino, or the “little Pavarotti.”

By 18, Vittorio was singing with the Vienna State Opera, and at age 23 became the youngest Italian tenor ever to sing at Milan’s La Scala.  However, his career did not continue uninterrupted; motor racing, his other passion, briefly took hold of his ambitions, which led him to the Pre-3000 Formula race in the Italian championships.  Vittorio’s immersion in racing briefly threatened his career as a tenor. “Somebody bumped my car in a race, and I had to cancel a concert in Rome because I hurt my ribs and couldn’t sing. So I had to decide between racing and singing.”

Fortunately for music lovers, he chose singing.  He sold his racing car and rededicated himself to the opera.  It wasn’t an easy decision, but the call to realize his potential as a tenor was too great to ignore.  He was also encouraged to return to singing by his father, who once had an ambition of his own to become a tenor.  “He said, ‘Do it for me’!”  As the only child in an Italian family, Vittorio couldn’t help but be compelled.

Vittorio has been a fixture on the international opera scene for half his life, having performed in Japan, America and all points between.  He even faced the ultimate challenge of trying to whisk up an American accent in order to sing the role of Riff in a performance of West Side Story at La Scala.


His upcoming self-titled debut CD, set for release on Decca on September 12th, is a collection of stirring ballads and powerful love songs.  It will serve as the basis for his American television concert debut, Vittorio: Dreams of Rome.  Watch for it next month on Thirteen/WNET New York’s GREAT PERFORMANCES on PBS (check local listings).  
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