GREAT PERFORMANCES 
“Vittorio: Dreams of Rome” 
Dubbed “Il Pavarottino” (“Little Pavarotti”) by the great one himself after they appeared together in a performance of Tosca in Rome, Vittorio is building the kind of career most tenors only dream about. At the age of 23, he was the youngest Italian tenor ever to sing at La Scala (Bernstein’s West Side Story), and soon thereafter was performing Mozart, Verdi and Rossini throughout Europe. His recording career kicked into high gear when he declined the opportunity to be a member of Simon Cowell’s group Il Divo, opting to pursue a solo career instead.

His forthcoming self-titled debut CD, set for release on Decca on September 12, is a collection of stirring ballads and powerful love songs. The recording has become the basis for his American television concert debut, “Vittorio: Dreams of Rome,” airing on GREAT PERFORMANCES as part of the August 2006 pledge drive (check local listings). Recorded under the stars at Hadrian’s Villa, the large Roman villa built by the emperor Hadrian just outside Rome in the early second century, the concert is conducted by Romano Musumarra, producer of Vittorio’s CD.

Among the evening’s highlights are “Maria” from West Side Story, Brit pop music group Keane’s “Bedshaped (Cosi’)” and Stevie Wonder’s “All in Love Is Fair.”

“He has a voice to die for, very mellow despite all that Italian emotion and expression,” says Nicole Scherzinger of the Pussycat Dolls, who recorded “Il Mio Miracolo (You Are My Miracle)” with him. “He’s very young to be a working tenor but you can tell immediately he is the real thing.” Adds the music journal Hitsheet, “If the buzz surrounding (him) is anything to go by, then 2006 is going to be Vittorio’s year.”   

Such praise not withstanding, opera remains Vittorio’s first love. “Opera is gymnastics for the voice,” he says. “I’d lose my technique if I didn’t practice. I don’t want people noticing they can’t hear me in an opera house anymore. I want people to say I’m a great tenor, like hearing one of the legends of the past.”

Vittorio Grigolo (GREE-go-lo) was born in Rome and began his singing career as a choirboy at the Vatican in the famed Sistine Chapel Choir. By 18 he was performing with the Vienna Opera. Among his signature roles are Nemorino in Donizetti’s L’Elisir d'Amore, Count Almaviva in Rossini’s The Barber of Seville and Don Ottavio in Mozart’s Don Giovanni. Most recently he sang Cassio in Verdi’s Otello at the Gran Teatre del Liceu in Barcelona, and this October he sings La Bohème in Valencia.

It was during West Side Story’s run that the tenor began to consider the idea of exploring a broader take on music. He met manager and executive producer Eric Ghenassia and Romano Musumarra, the widely respected Italian composer, conductor, producer and songwriter. The two had previously worked with Pavarotti, Alessandro Safina, Elton John and Celine Dion. As Vittorio recalls, “Romano said, ‘I’d like you to sing one of my songs.’ I tried it, and it was a joke at first, adapting his songs to my voice. And then I realized I could do it.”

Underwriters: Ernst & Young, Public Television Viewers, PBS and Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Producers: Universal Music Group and Thirteen/WNET New York. Producer: Josette Affergan. Executive producer/director: David Horn. Producers: Mitch Owgang and rosemary Plum. Series executive producer: Barry Shulman. Series producer: David Horn. Series producer for music: John Walker. Director of program development: Bill O’Donnell. Format: CC Stereo Letterbox. Online: pbs.org
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■ GREAT PERFORMANCES online, pbs.org/wnet/gperf/, contains additional information about this and other GREAT PERFORMANCES programs. The colorful Web companion contains a wide variety of images, in-depth information about the programs and activities for teachers, including lesson plans, tips and resources.


