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World War I-Inspired Feature-Length Dance Film Young Men 
Commemorating the Great War’s Centennial Comes to 
Great Performances 
Friday, April 7 at 9 p.m. on PBS

Filmed on location in Northern France with the BalletBoyz dance company

The internationally acclaimed, all-male dance company BalletBoyz is featured in the compelling narrative dance film Young Men, airing on Great Performances Friday, April 7 at 9 p.m. on PBS. (Check local listings.)  Young Men follows a group of young soldiers as they experience the indiscriminate brutality of warfare.
	Airing in commemoration of the centennial of World War I, the feature-length film was shot on location in Northern France. Based on a highly successful stage production that premiered at London’s Sadler’s Wells Theatre in January 2015 (and returned in October by popular demand), it is choreographed by Iván Pérez with a commissioned score by critically acclaimed recording artist, singer-songwriter Keaton Henson. The production was conceived by Artistic Directors Michael Nunn and William Trevitt who were formerly leading dancers with The Royal Ballet. 
	Since forming their own company in 2001, they have built a reputation for bringing dance to the screen in a variety of innovative ways, winning an International Emmy, a Rose d’Or and a Golden Prague along the way.
	Referring to the original production at Sadler’s Wells, Trevitt remarks “We were completely delighted with the stage show. But we thought there was more to it. There was more we could get out of this idea. And it kind of coincided with this ambition we’ve had for such a very long time to create a dance feature film and this seemed like the ideal moment to take what we had on stage and turn it into a movie.”
	Nunn adds, “And that’s what I like about dance and movement…the way it has this ability to tell a very complex emotional narrative without the use of any words.”
	The narrative follows a young solider and his squadron’s experience of basic training, combat, and ultimately, the destruction of modern warfare. The film is shot without words, instead using the locations and carefully choreographed dance to depict the devastation of a continent. The characters themselves remain ambiguous, representative of the experiences of young men of every nation as they struggle to maintain their humanity in an unending cycle of combat and death.  
	These young men succumb to the terror of their situation in a myriad of ways. War takes its mental and bodily toll on these comrades, as they struggle to survive one day's destruction, only to wake to another's mortal threats. A potent combination of music and choreography, the film is an immersive emotional journey into the reality facing young men at the extremes of human experience.
	“For this project, the dancers did a lot of research. From books, from photographs as well as films from the Imperial War Museum Collection. We wanted them to portray these scenes of men at war in moments that will resonate across a landscape of all wars so to look at the experience of soldiers in general and to find details in the scenes that chime with what we know now,” says Nunn in describing the creative process.
	The male dancers, all of whom are members of the BalletBoyz ten-strong Company, are largely only just of conscription age. (Two female dancers also have featured roles.)
	When the film aired on BBC Two in November, Kelly Apter in The List found it “a polished, powerful piece that gives equal weighting to both dance and filmmaking.” She added, “Both Nunn as director and Trevitt as director of photography capture the beauty of the landscape…and the harsh realities of war. It's messy, muddy and chaotic, with the outside environment often mirrored in the men's minds and thousand-yard stares.”
	The program also includes a 14-minute short, “The Making of Young Men,” which includes interviews with Nunn, Trevitt, Perez, Henson, the dancers and other members of the creative team, explaining the genesis of the work, and the unique challenges of translating what they had done on stage to actual locations.
	Cast: Andrea Carrucciu, Simone Donati, Flavien Esmieu, Marc Galvez, Elizabeth McGorian, Oxana Panchenko. Edward Pearce, Leon Poulton, Harry Price, Matthew Rees, Matthew Sandiford, Bradley Waller, and Jennifer White. Director: Michael Nunn. Director of Photography: William Trevitt. Editor: George Piper. The score is performed by the BBC Concert Orchestra, conducted by Christopher Austin. 	
[bookmark: _GoBack]	A co-commission of BBC Music and 14 – 18 NOW WW1 Centenary Art Commissions, Young Men is a production of BalletBoyz and Manilla Productions.  A film by Michael Nunn and William Trevitt, Young Men was written and produced by Nunn and Trevitt, with evocative WWI-era costumes designed by Katherine Watt.
	For Great Performances, John Walker are Richard R. Schilling are producers, Bill O’Donnell is series producer; David Horn is executive producer.
Great Performances is produced by THIRTEEN PRODUCTIONS LLC for WNET, one of America’s most prolific and respected public media providers. Throughout its more than 40 year history on public television, Great Performances has provided viewers across the country with an unparalleled showcase of the best in all genres of the performing arts, serving as America’s most prestigious and enduring broadcaster of cultural programming.  
Major support for Great Performances is provided by The Joseph and Robert Cornell Memorial Foundation, the Anna-Maria and Stephen Kellen Arts Fund, the Irene Diamond Fund, the LuEsther T. Mertz Charitable Trust, The Agnes Varis Trust, The Starr Foundation, the Kate W. Cassidy Foundation, Ellen and James S. Marcus, The Philip and Janice Levin Foundation, The Abra Prentice Foundation, The Lewis “Sonny” Turner Fund for Dance and PBS. 
Visit Great Performances Online at www.pbs.org/gperf for additional information about this and other programs.
###

About WNET
WNET is America’s flagship PBS station and parent company of THIRTEEN and WLIW21. WNET also operates NJTV, the statewide public media network in New Jersey. Through its broadcast channels, three cable services (KidsThirteen, Create and World) and online streaming sites, WNET brings quality arts, education and public affairs programming to more than five million viewers each week. WNET produces and presents such acclaimed PBS series as Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, PBS NewsHour Weekend, Charlie Rose and a range of documentaries, children’s programs, and local news and cultural offerings. WNET’s groundbreaking series for children and young adults include Get the Math, Oh Noah! and Cyberchase as well as Mission US, the award-winning interactive history game. WNET highlights the tri-state’s unique culture and diverse communities through NYC-ARTS, Reel 13, NJTV News with Mary Alice Williams and MetroFocus, the daily multi-platform news magazine focusing on the New York region. In addition, WNET produces online-only programming including the award-winning series about gender identity, First Person, and an intergenerational look at tech and pop culture, The Chatterbox with Kevin and Grandma Lill. In 2015, THIRTEEN launched Passport, an online streaming service which allows members to see new and archival THIRTEEN and PBS programming anytime, anywhere: www.thirteen.org/passport.
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