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MEDIA ALERT

New Musical Comedy-Drama Series HAPPINESS 
[bookmark: _Hlk214262246][bookmark: _Hlk213925717]Premieres Sundays, Dec. 14-28, 8 p.m. ET on PBS, PBS.org, the PBS app and with PBS Masterpiece on Prime Video

[bookmark: _Hlk214274235][bookmark: _Hlk214273964]PBS’s new half-hour series, HAPPINESS, is a feel-good musical comedy-drama that is fun for the entire family—just in time for the holiday season. Centered on the highs and lows of an amateur theater group in New Zealand, the story follows Charlie Summers after he reluctantly returns home from a Broadway stint, helping his mother run the local community theater group Pizazz. Warm, funny and heartfelt, the opening scene features an airport flash mob, choreographed to the tune of Backstreet Boys’ “Everybody,” featuring original lyrics and choreography and continues to dazzle with original musical numbers from the fictional Pizazz production of “The Trojan Horse,” including “Troy Boy” and “Greeks Bearing Gifts.” 

Series descriptions, tune-in details, interview opportunities, and press assets are as follows:

Series Description
Broadway director and golden boy Charlie Summers has come home to New Zealand – and he’s devastated. After 20 years working his way up to the top of the musical theatre world, he has found himself back in his childhood bedroom and back helping his mother, Gaye, at the local community musical theater. The eclectic cast and crew there may lack professional skills but certainly don’t lack passion.

“Episode 1”
Premieres Sunday, Dec. 14, 8 p.m. ET on PBS, PBS.org & PBS app
After a setback on Broadway, director Charlie Summers returns to his hometown of Tauranga, New Zealand, where he reluctantly joins the amateur musical theater society Pizazz, led by his devoted mother, Gaye.

“Episode 2” 
Premieres Sunday, Dec. 14, 8:30 p.m. ET on PBS, PBS.org & PBS app
Charlie’s desperation to get back to Broadway sees him drawn into Pizazz’s rehearsals for “The Trojan Horse,” and clashing with director Adrian over composer Gloria’s vision for the musical.

“Episode 3”
Premieres Sunday, Dec. 21, 8 p.m. ET on PBS, PBS.org & PBS app
Charlie champions composer Gloria’s musical vision, despite director Adrian’s resistance, unintentionally encouraging the ensemble to look to Charlie as their new director.

“Episode 4”
Premieres Sunday, Dec. 21, 8:30 p.m. ET on PBS, PBS.org & PBS app
Under Charlie's direction, rehearsals flourish; Mia shines; Gloria and Connor grow closer; and Jacqui’s jealousy stirs conflict.

“Episode 5” 
Premieres Sunday, Dec. 28, 8 p.m. ET on PBS, PBS.org & PBS app
Charlie’s impulsive vision disrupts Nicky’s schedule; tensions flare at Pizazz, leading to a frustrated Charlie showing his true feelings.

“Episode 6” (Season Finale)
Premieres Sunday, Dec. 28, 8:30 p.m. ET on PBS, PBS.org & PBS app
Opening night dazzles the audience but simmering resentment could undo all Charlie’s hard work.

HAPPINESS will stream simultaneously with broadcast, beginning Sunday, Dec. 14, and be available on all station-branded PBS platforms, including PBS.org and the PBS app, available on iOS, Android, Roku, Apple TV, Amazon Fire TV, Android TV, Samsung Smart TV, Chromecast and VIZIO. All episodes of HAPPINESS will be available to binge the night of premiere via PBS Passport and will also stream with PBS Masterpiece on Prime Video. For more information about PBS Passport, contact your local PBS station or visit the PBS Passport FAQ website.

Interview Opportunities Available:
· Emmy-nominated director Robyn Grace
· Lead actor Harry McNaughton, who portrays Charlie 
· Actress Rebecca Gibney, who portrays Gaye 
· Actor Peter Hambleton, who portrays Adrian 
· Co-creator & Composer Luke Di Somma

Press Assets:
· Series Promo
· Press Screeners (register for PBS Pressroom here)
· Series Photography

HAPPINESS is produced by Greenstone TV for Warner Bros. Discovery Inc. with the support of NZ on Air

About PBS
PBS, with more than 330 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and digital content. Each month, PBS reaches over 36 million adults on linear primetime television, 16 million users on PBS-owned streaming platforms, 56 million viewers on YouTube, and 10 million followers on social media, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature, and public affairs and to take front-row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’s broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. As the number one educational media brand, PBS KIDS helps children 2-8 build critical skills, enabling them to find success in school and life. Delivered through member stations, PBS KIDS offers high-quality content on TV — including a PBS KIDS channel — and streaming free on pbskids.org and the PBS KIDS Video app, games on the PBS KIDS Games app, and in communities across America. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS LearningMedia for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. More information about PBS is available at PBS.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the internet, Facebook, Instagram, or through our apps for mobile and connected devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Communications on X.
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CONTACTS: 

Lisa Dyer, Bullseye Communications, lisa.dyer@bullseyecomm.com
Heather Marohn, Bullseye Communications, heather.marohn@bullseyecomm.com
Atiya Frederick, PBS, anfrederick@pbs.org 

For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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