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HAVANA, HAVANA!

Raul Paz
Cuban star Raul Paz headlines the PBS documentary ”HAVANA, HAVANA!”. The program profiles Paz as he unites fellow musical stars Descemer Bueno, Kelvis Ochoa and David Torrens for a concert in Havana. All left Cuba years ago, and their decision to return has injected a new spirit into Cuban music.  
Raul Paz was born in 1969 in San Luis, a small country town west of Havana . That was where he learned to sing, listening to guajira — country music made in Cuba. During that time, popular music was banned on government radio stations, but “we found ways of tuning into American radio stations,” he remembers. “That was how I discovered Deep Purple, Led Zeppelin and Bob Marley.”   

Paz went on to study classical music for 10 years at ISA, the renowned arts academy in Havana. There, he studied violin, musical theory, wind instruments, singing, counterpoint, and conducting. But he was determined to explore. He left Cuba in 1996 and made his home in Paris, where he studied classical music at the Schola Cantorum.  Soon he was composing his own music, studying by day and singing in bars at night. That was when he became serious about Cuban music. “I discovered the essence of Cuban music in Paris,” Paz likes to say. The time was right: In the mid-90s, Paris was a melting pot for music from all over the world. Paz became one of the pioneers of the new Cuban wave. He flourished in Paris, with hit after hit, but when he had the chance to return to Cuba, he took it.

With his wife and two children, Paz settled in Havana, where he burst onto the music scene with his hit song, “Mama.” Today, he is a bona fide Cuban star, creating 21st -century Cuban music that weaves hip-hop beats, duband rock riffs into a groove all  his own. 
David Grubin
A director, writer, producer, and cinematographer, David Grubin has produced more than 100 films, ranging from history to art, from poetry to science, winning every award in the field of documentary television, including two Alfred I. duPont-Columbia Awards, three George Foster Peabody Awards, five Writers Guild prizes, and 10 Emmys. 

His biographies for AMERICAN EXPERIENCE on PBS — “LBJ,” “FDR,” “Truman,” “TR: The Story of Theodore Roosevelt,” “Abraham and Mary Lincoln: A House Divided” — have set the standard for television biography. His five-part series for PBS,  HEALING AND THE MIND WITH BILL MOYERS, won many awards, and the companion book, for which he was executive editor, rose to number one on The New York Times best-seller list, remaining for 32 weeks. 

A member of the executive committee of the Society of American Historians, Grubin has received a Guggenheim Fellowship, has been a Montgomery Fellow at Dartmouth College, and is the recipient of an honorary doctorate from his alma mater, Hamilton College. He is member of the Writers Guild and Directors Guild, and is a former chairman of the board of directors of The Film Forum. His independentfeature film, Downtown Express, has been screened at festivals in America and abroad, and won the Grand Jury Narrative Prize at the Gasparilla Film Festival.   Grubin teaches documentary filmmaking at Columbia University’s Graduate Film Program. 
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