HAWAIIAN MONK SEALS: SURVIVING PARADISE
November 1, 2006
9:00-10:00 p.m. ET
– National Geographic Explores Mysterious Disappearance of Modern Hawaiian Monk Seals –

Something is killing one of the oldest seal species on Earth — the Hawaiian monk seal. In a new television program from National Geographic, HAWAIIAN MONK SEALS: SURVIVING PARADISE, Frank Parrish of the National Marine Fisheries Service, the Honolulu Laboratory and Crittercam® executive producer Greg Marshall team up to solve the mystery. Their objective: to learn more about the species and how to keep these “living fossils” from disappearing forever. The program airs on PBS Wednesday, November 1, 2006, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET.
The Hawaiian monk seal has remained virtually unchanged for more than 15 million years. But this ancient species, the oldest member of its order of pinnipeds, is in serious jeopardy. Today there are fewer than 1,300 Hawaiian monk seals. The species teeters on the brink of extinction, and no one fully understands why. When the monk seal was officially declared an endangered species in 1976, its near-island ocean habitat was designated a protected area. However, when the population continued to plummet, Parrish began his Crittercam investigation.  
For HAWAIIAN MONK SEALS, the Crittercam — a revolutionary animal-borne research tool that records images, sound and data from an animal’s perspective — collected footage in the seal’s habitat for nine years. Viewers follow along with Crittercam as the team investigates disease, overfishing of the habitat and pollution as suspects in the seals’ demise. What’s going on beneath the surface?
Through extensive research and innovative production techniques, the filmmakers pull viewers into experiencing the lessons of the wild firsthand as scientists learn more about how the monk seals feed, breed and survive. Seeing life from the seal’s point of view, viewers experience the animal’s natural responses to its environment as it engages in daily life. The Crittercam is deployed for up to two weeks at a time and then is recovered when the host animal returns to land or when the device is remotely released from the animal at sea. The Crittercam then floats to the surface as the animal moves on unharmed.
SURVIVING PARADISE features cutting-edge Crittercam technology and research. Crittercam technology has allowed researchers, scientists and filmmakers to gather data about underwater behavior and habitats that humans cannot otherwise observe. Discoveries made with Crittercam deployments have contributed to a major rethinking of monk seal conservation efforts.  
Greg Marshall, the developer of Crittercam, is a scientist, inventor and filmmaker who has dedicated the last 17 years to studying, exploring and documenting life in the oceans. He is the creator and an executive producer of almost 20 natural-history-themed conservation films. He works with his wife, fellow Crittercam scientist and documentary producer Birgit Buhleier. Since 1991 Buhleier has been a principal force in the technical evolution and field application of Crittercam, living and working in some of the world’s most remote places, while launching over 100 deployments and generating almost a thousand hours of Crittercam data and images for documentary film and television production.
Underwriters: National Geographic Mission Programs, National Fish & Wildlife Foundation, NOAA Office of Ocean Exploration, The Seaver Institute, Public Television Viewers and PBS. Producer: National Geographic Television. Executive producer: Greg Marshall. Producer: Birgit Buhleier. Format: CC Stereo
– PBS –

CONTACT: Rebecca Penovich, Tel.: 301/588-3060; Mobile: 301/807-0362; rpenovich@yahoo.com

