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LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER PRESENTS 

JAZZ AT LINCOLN CENTER HIGHER GROUND HURRICANE RELIEF BENEFIT SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 8 - 11 PM
ALL-STAR JAZZ CONCERT BROADCAST NATIONWIDE ON PBS
Featured Artists Include Wynton Marsalis, Laurence Fishburne, 

Harry Belafonte, Terence Blanchard, Ken Burns, Shirley Caesar, Cyrus Chestnut, Peter Cincotti, Bill Cosby, Elvis Costello, Danny Glover, Aaron Neville, 
Robert De Niro, Renee Fleming, Herbie Hancock, Norah Jones, Diana Krall, 
Abbey Lincoln, Bette Midler, Toni Morrison, Arturo O’Farill, Dianne Reeves, 
Paul Simon, Meryl Streep, James Taylor, McCoy Tyner, Robin Williams, 
Cassandra Wilson, Jeffrey Wright, Buckwheat Zydeco, and many others
Beverly Sills Hosts and Tavis Smiley Anchors the PBS Telecast 
Radio Broadcasts on National Public Radio, XM Satellite Radio and WBGO Jazz 88.3 FM

For Immediate Release [Updated as of September 16, 2005] - The Emmy Award-winning PBS series, Live From Lincoln Center, will broadcast a special nationwide broadcast of Jazz at Lincoln Center’s Higher Ground Hurricane Relief Benefit Concert, live from the Rose Theater in Frederick P. Rose Hall on Saturday, September 17.  The broadcast is a presentation of Thirteen/WNET New York and will be shown on PBS stations from 8:00-11:00 p.m. ET,* and continue until 12 midnight on WNET and on other participating stations around the country. Lincoln Center will make the broadcast feed available to other networks including BET, BET Jazz, VH1 Soul/Classics, and Link TV.  

During the television broadcasts phone numbers will be shown on screen so that viewers can make donations to the Higher Ground Hurricane Relief Fund, the American Red Cross, and Salvation Army. The Higher Ground Hurricane Relief Fund was established by Jazz at Lincoln Center and administered through the Baton Rouge Area Foundation to benefit the musicians, music industry related enterprises and other individuals and entities from the areas in Greater New Orleans who were impacted by Hurricane Katrina and to provide other general hurricane relief. 

Higher Ground will also be broadcast on WBGO Jazz 88.3 FM and WNYC, New York Public Radio 93.9 FM, in the New York City area, and internationally via National Public Radio Worldwide. XM Satellite Radio will carry this concert live on its network from coast to coast on channel 70, the Real Jazz channel. The concert will also be streamed live on www.npr.org, www.wbgo.org, and www.xmradio.com.  
Featured artists include Wynton Marsalis, Laurence Fishburne, Harry Belafonte, Terence Blanchard, Ken Burns, Shirley Caesar, Cyrus Chestnut, Peter Cincotti, Bill Cosby, Elvis Costello, Paquito D’Rivera, Robert De Niro, Danny Glover, Renee Fleming, Herbie Hancock, Jon Hendricks, Norah Jones, Diana Krall, Abbey Lincoln, Joe Lovano, Bette Midler, Toni Morrison, Aaron Neville, Arturo O’Farrill, Dianne Reeves, Marcus Roberts, Paul Simon, Meryl Streep, James Taylor, McCoy Tyner, Robin Williams, Cassandra Wilson, Jeffrey Wright, Buckwheat Zydeco with many other special guests.  
Live From Lincoln Center is made possible by a major grant from MetLife.

* Check local listings

Commented Reynold Levy, President of Lincoln Center, “In this time of enormous humanitarian need, the thousands of us who work and study at Lincoln Center want to use our resources to support Wynton Marsalis and his team at Jazz at Lincoln Center to help the victims of Hurricane Katrina. Since Live From Lincoln Center has been bringing the finest performances to millions of people around the country for over 29 years, it is an ideal collaborative vehicle to reach those viewers whom we hope will provide further assistance in the form of donations.”

Tickets for the concert, which begins at 7:00 p.m., are still available at the $1000, $5000, and $10,000 levels, at the Jazz at Lincoln Center box office at Broadway at 60th Street, by calling CenterCharge at (212) 721-6500, or visiting www.jalc.org. Lincoln Center will be donating all CenterCharge fees for this concert to the Higher Ground Hurricane Relief Fund. 
_________________________________________

Live From Lincoln Center, currently in its 29th season, is the winner of 12 Emmy Awards including the 2005 Award for Outstanding Special Class Program in the Creative Arts category for Stephen Sondheim’s “Passion.” Hosted by Beverly Sills, the  show is produced by Lincoln Center’s John Goberman and directed by Kirk Browning. This series has made the world’s greatest artists accessible to home viewers in virtually every corner of the United States. It remains the only series of live telecast performances on American television today. 
In addition to underwriting from MetLife, Live From Lincoln Center is also made possible with generous support from Thomas H. Lee and Ann Tenenbaum, the Robert Wood Johnson Jr. Charitable Trust, The Family of Frederick P. Rose, The Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels Foundation, Inc., The Irene Diamond Fund, The Robert and Renée Belfer Family Foundation, and the National Endowment for the Arts. 
Movado is an Official Sponsor of Lincoln Center, Inc.

WNBC/WNJU are Official Broadcast Partners of Lincoln Center, Inc.

Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts (LCPA) serves three primary roles: presenter of superb artistic programming, national leader in arts and education and community relations, and manager of the Lincoln Center campus. As a presenter of over 400 events annually, LCPA’s programs include American Songbook, Great Performers, Lincoln Center Festival, Lincoln Center Out of Doors, Midsummer Night Swing, the Mostly Mozart Festival, and Live From Lincoln Center 
Jazz at Lincoln Center is a not-for-profit arts organization dedicated to jazz. With the world-renowned Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra, the Afro-Latin Jazz Orchestra and a comprehensive array of guest artists, Jazz at Lincoln Center advances a unique vision for the continued development of the art of jazz by producing a year-round schedule of performance, education, and broadcast events for audiences of all ages. These productions include concerts, national and international tours, residencies, weekly national radio and television programs, recordings, publications, an annual high school jazz band competition and festival, a band director academy, a jazz appreciation curriculum for children, advanced training through the Juilliard Institute for Jazz Studies, music publishing, children’s concerts, lectures, adult education courses and student and educator workshops. Under the leadership of Artistic Director Wynton Marsalis, Chairman of the Board Lisa Schiff, President & CEO Derek E. Gordon, Executive Director Katherine E. Brown and Jazz at Lincoln Center board and staff, Jazz at Lincoln Center will produce hundreds of events during its 2005-06 season. In October 2004, Jazz at Lincoln Center opened Frederick P. Rose Hall - the first-ever performance, education, and broadcast facility devoted to jazz.  For more information, visit www.jalc.org.
Thirteen/WNET New York is one of the key program providers for public television, bringing such acclaimed series as Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, Charlie Rose, Religion & Ethics NewsWeekly, Wide Angle, Secrets of the Dead, and Cyberchase – as well as the work of Bill Moyers – to audiences nationwide.  As the flagship public broadcaster in the New York, New Jersey and Connecticut metro area, Thirteen reaches millions of viewers each week, airing the best of American public television along with its own local productions such as The Ethnic Heritage Specials, The Thirteen Walking Tours, New York Voices, and Reel New York.  With educational and community outreach projects that extend the impact of its television productions, Thirteen takes television “out of the box.”  And as broadcast and digital media converge, Thirteen is blazing trails in the creation of Web sites, enhanced television, CD-ROMs, DVD-ROMs, educational software, and other cutting-edge media products.  More information about Thirteen can be found at:  www.thirteen.org.
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