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EDUARDO PAGÁN
Eduardo Pagán is the Bob Stump Endowed Professor of History and the former chair of the Department of Language, Cultures and History at Arizona State University.  His passion for history extends to all periods, but fellow historians most respect Pagán for his expertise in the twentieth century American Southwest. 

Pagán enjoys a distinguished academic career, including a BA in History from Arizona State University, an MA in History from the University of Arizona, an MA and a PhD in US History from Princeton University.  Before returning to ASU, Pagán served as assistant dean of students at Princeton, a faculty member at Williams College, and as a senior program officer at the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Universities across the nation invite Pagán to lecture on American intellectual history, race and society in the 20th century, and the Borderland of the American Southwest. Because of his scholarly research into the Sleepy Lagoon Murder case, WGBH used Pagán as its lead historical consultant on “The American Experience: Zoot Suit Riots.”  

That experience with WGBH gave Pagán a keen appreciation for using television to spread an appreciation for history. “I realized that more people would understand that historic moment through that American Experience episode in one night than would ever read about it in my book.” (Murder at the Sleepy Lagoon: Zoot Suits, Race, and Riot in Wartime L.A. [Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2003]. 
Pagán also authored two historical coffee table books: Historic Photos of Phoenix (Nashville: Turner Publishing, 2007), winner of Arizona Book Publisher’s Association 2008 Glyph Award, and Remembering Phoenix (Nashville: Trade Paper Press, 2010).
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ELYSE LURAY

Elyse Luray is an appraiser and historian in popular culture. A former Christie’s auction house appraiser and auctioneer for more than a decade, Luray brings her own expertise, excitement and heart to each investigation, whether it’s an ancient bison skull, presidential letter or a pilfered Revolutionary War cannon. 

Shortly after graduating from Tulane University with a major in art history, Luray gravitated to Christie’s, where she became vice president of the popular arts department, launching new markets in Western memorabilia, arms and armor, and Native-American art. While at Christie’s, she appraised the archives of Lucas Films, Dreamworks, Chuck Jones’ personal collection, Planet Hollywood, Warner Bros, Hanna Barbara, the NBA and New York Yankees. Among her many notable auction sales was a record-setting $690,000 garnered for one of the few pairs of Judy Garland’s ruby slippers used in The Wizard of Oz.

Luray is a licensed auctioneer and can be seen at the podium selling for many major auction houses. She spends a lot of her spare time lending her auctioneering skills to charities throughout the country to help raise money for many causes. She is currently a board member of the Dean’s Council of Tulane University, where she is involved in helping students and the university.

Turning her unmistakable talents to the small screen, Luray was an appraiser on the PBS production ANTIQUES ROADSHOW and “The Early Show” on CBS. In addition to HISTORY DETECTIVES, she is also an appraiser for the television programs “If Walls Could Talk” on HGTV, The Nate Berkus Show, and hosts “Treasure Seekers” on Rainbow Media’s satellite service, VOOM! 
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GWENDOLYN WRIGHT

Gwendolyn Wright, professor of architecture, planning and preservation and professor of history at Columbia University, is one of the most highly respected thinkers in her field. She is a groundbreaking author, respected scholar and popular lecturer in America and around the world who holds doctorate and master’s degrees in architecture from the University of California, Berkeley. Wright has received fellowships from the Getty Center, the Graham Foundation, the Stanford Humanities Center, the Michigan Humanities Institute and a prestigious Guggenheim fellowship.

The author of six books, Wright has also published more than 40 articles and acclaimed essays and reviews for national magazines and journals, including The New York Times, Washington Post, The Journal of American History and Harvard Design Magazine. Her first book, Building the Dream: A Social History of Housing in America (MIT Press) continues to sell briskly and is now being translated into Chinese. Her most recent book, USA: Modern Architectures in History, was published by Reaktion Press/University of Chicago Press in October 2007. She also advises research centers, museums, major organizations, and a wide variety of local groups around the world. 
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TUKUFU ZUBERI

Professor Tukufu Zuberi holds a doctorate in sociology from the University of Chicago, is the author or editor of several books, articles, essays, and reviews, and has received numerous awards for his academic work. He is dedicated to bringing a fresh view of culture and society to the public. He is a regular guest lecturer at colleges and universities across the country and internationally. 

Born Antonio McDaniel to Willie and Annie McDaniel, and raised in the housing projects of Oakland, California in the 1970s, he embraced the name Tukufu Zuberi - Swahili for “beyond praise” and “strength.” He has said “I took the name because of a desire to make and have a connection with an important period where people were challenging what it means to be a human being.” 

Dr. Zuberi is most recognized for his research of African and American society and for developing and expanding the Africana Studies program at the University of Pennsylvania. Dr. Zuberi is the Lasry Family Professor of Race Relations, a professor of sociology and the founder and past director of the Center for Africana Studies at the University of Pennsylvania. He has also been a visiting professor at Mekerere University in Kampala, Uganda and the University of Dar es Salaam in Tanzania.
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WES COWAN

Wes Cowan is President and Principal Auctioneer of Cowan’s Auctions, Inc., in Cincinnati, Ohio. He is an internationally recognized expert in historic Americana and, in addition to his hosting duties on HISTORY DETECTIVES, is a featured appraiser on ANTIQUES ROADSHOW.  He writes a monthly antiques columns for the Cincinnati Enquirer, Antique Week, Collectors News and the SE Antiquing Journal and is a frequently requested speaker at antiques events around the country. Cowan holds a bachelor of arts and master of arts in anthropology from the University of Kentucky and a Ph.D. in anthropology from the University of Michigan.

A native of Louisville, Kentucky, Cowan grew up in a household filled with Victorian antiques, nurtured by a mother who liked all things “old.” Torn between the antiques business and American archaeology, Cowan first chose a course that set him on an academic road.

After receiving his doctorate degree, he taught in the anthropology department of Ohio State University. In 1984, he moved to Cincinnati, Ohio, to assume the post of Curator of Archaeology at the Cincinnati Museum of Natural History. He has published widely in the fields of American archaeology and paleoethnobotany and is co-editor of The Origins of Agriculture in International Perspective and Societies in Eclipse: Eastern North America at the Dawn of European Colonization.

In 1995, Cowan left academia and the museum world to return to his childhood love — antiques. Since then, Cowan’s Auctions has grown from a one-man shop to an internationally recognized business generating $15 million in annual sales.

