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THE HOMEFRONT, an Intimate Portrait of American Military Families, to Air on PBS on Memorial Day, MAY 25, AT 9 PM

– Two-Hour Documentary Presented by News Correspondent Bob Woodruff Offers Rare Look at Families Dealing with Loved Ones Serving Overseas –
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	Marine Gunnery Sergeant Ramiro Gonzales is welcomed home by his son Alex after an eight-month deployment. Courtesy of The Documentary Group. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]ARLINGTON, VA; MAY, 15, 2015 – THE HOMEFRONT, a new two-hour documentary about the lives of U.S. military families, will air on PBS on Memorial Day, May 25 at 9:00 p.m. ET, PBS announced today. Produced by The Documentary Group and directed by Peabody Award-winning director Gabrielle Tenenbaum and funded by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB), The Boeing Company and the Steven and Alexandra Cohen Foundation, THE HOMEFRONT takes a rare, in-depth look at how a new generation of military family has learned to cope with having loved ones deployed overseas for multiple tours over many years. See a sneak peek.

“For the first time in our nation’s history, we have an all-volunteer military engaged in multiple foreign wars that requires service members to serve repeat tours over many years,” said Tom Yellin, executive producer of THE HOMEFRONT.  “Our wars are fought not only by those in uniform.   And supporting military families is a crucial national security priority today.   We produced this program so that audiences can better understand and appreciate what it means to be part of a military family.”

More than two million men and women serve in America’s all-volunteer military force, and another three million are their husbands, wives, sons and daughters. Yet over the course of two long wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, the stories--and the service--of these military families have often been overlooked.

With unprecedented access and filmed over 14 months, THE HOMEFRONT creates a series of intimate portraits--following families through the difficulties of deployment, the joys of homecoming, and the challenges of reintegrating as a family after many months apart. 

General Martin Dempsey, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, recalls in his interview for THE HOMEFRONT a time when the military’s view on families was summed up by the phrase, “if the Army wanted you to have a family, they would have issued you one.” Now, he says, “the strength of the armed forces of the United States is as much about its families as it is about its combat capability.” 

In THE HOMEFRONT, viewers will meet a cross-section of America’s military community: Soldiers, Sailors, Marines, and Airmen, some in the active duty force, and some in the National Guard and Reserve. Representing many ranks, and drawn from across the country, these families illustrate what it means to serve. 

From an Army Staff Sergeant torn between family and military duty, to a Marine Gunnery Sergeant struggling to reconnect with his wife and children after a long deployment, to a Navy Command Master Chief whose husband has given up his own career to raise their children, THE HOMEFRONT reveals that in the military, family life is never routine.

For these families, their dedication to service means that the possibility of drastic change or a dangerous deployment is always present. To them, normal means something entirely different than it does to civilians: frequent separations, regular moves, and constant adjustment. But these families also find unique rewards in the military lifestyle--to them, the camaraderie and sense of purpose can’t be found anywhere else.

The military lifestyle is one that most Americans will never experience--and may never even encounter. But as THE HOMEFRONT makes clear, now more than ever it is important to understand these families and their story--one of pride, patriotism, sacrifice and resilience.

THE HOMEFRONT will be available to stream online at pbs.org the day after broadcast, as well as PBS’ apps on Xbox Roku, Amazon FireTV and Apple TV.

THE HOMEFRONT is part of PBS Stories of Service, a multiplatform initiative that explores veterans’ experiences and provides a deeper understanding of our country’s military history.  Stories of Service was announced in May 2014 as part of an initiative with the Corporation for Public Broadcasting to share veterans’ stories, provide a deeper understanding of our nation’s military history, and increase dialogue as our nation’s veterans transition to civilian life.  The initiative includes national, multi-platform content as part of Stories of Service on PBS, and funding by CPB for local station productions, national productions, and community engagement as part of Veterans Coming Home. 

PBS Stories of Service programming airing in 2015 includes: THE DRAFT; LAST DAYS IN VIETNAM: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE; NATIONAL MEMORIAL DAY CONCERT; THE HOMEFRONT; THIS OLD HOUSE HOMES FOR OUR TROOPS; and ON TWO FRONTS, LATINOS & VIETNAM.  Programs that aired in 2014 as part of Stories of Service included:  COMING BACK WITH WES MOORE; NATIONAL MEMORIAL DAY CONCERT; DEATH AND THE CIVIL WAR: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE; D-DAY 360; NOVA “D-Day’s Sunken Secrets”; CRAFT IN AMERICA “Service”; and MAKERS “Women in War.”

In 2017, PBS will air Ken Burns and Lynn Novick’s THE VIETNAM WAR (w.t), with major funding provided by CPB, as part of PBS Stories of Service.

THE HOMEFRONT is produced by The Documentary Group for PBS. Produced and Directed by: Gabrielle Tenenbaum.  Editor: Daisy Wright.  Director of Photography: Jason Longo. Associate Producer: Tom Denison.  Host: Bob Woodruff.  Executive Producer: Tom Yellin.

About The Documentary Group
The Documentary Group’s projects include the ground-breaking GIRL RISING, a feature film and a global campaign to support girls’ education in developing countries. Other recent projects include AMERICA IN PRIMETIME, a four part PBS series showcasing the creative minds behind the new golden age of television; the Peabody award-winning ABC News Special, TO IRAQ AND BACK; the Academy Award nominated documentary OPERATION HOMECOMING; and the Sundance award-winning feature, CARTEL LAND, opening in theaters this July. 

About PBS
PBS, with over 350 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches more than 103 million people through television and over 33 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter.

– PBS –

CONTACTS: 
Carolyn Petschler, DKC Public Relations, 212-981-5166; Carolyn_Petschler@dkcnews.com

Carrie Johnson, PBS, 703-739-5129; cjohnson@pbs.org 

For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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