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– New National Geographic Special Explores Sordid Underworld of Business –

The world is under threat from a new kind of international crime wave — illicit trade in everything from knock-off Prada bags to bogus airplane parts, from weapons-grade uranium to humans themselves. 
The global value of this “dark trade” is estimated to be as much as $3 trillion. Some assessments put it at a phenomenal 10 percent of the world’s trade. Since the 1990s, it’s been growing seven times faster than legal trade — and it’s threatening to derail the world economy.

ILLICIT: THE DARK TRADE, a new National Geographic special, is not just about smuggling or crime; it’s about the hidden underbelly of globalization. Illicit trade has increasingly dangerous political consequences — money laundering, massive corruption and the subversion of entire governments. It is changing how we live in ways unrealized, and governments around the world seem powerless to stop it. Illicit trade is redefining economic relationships, borders and the role of workers, managers and government.

ILLICIT: THE DARK TRADE, produced by National Geographic Television exclusively for PBS, airs Wednesday, April 16, 2008, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET on PBS. 

The film is based on the best-selling book Illicit by Dr. Moisés Naím, acclaimed editor of Foreign Policy magazine. Naím believes illicit trade could be as big — or even greater — a threat to our way of life as terrorism. Naím lends his expertise and his voice to the film.

Trained as an economist, Naím is the former finance minister of Venezuela and former executive director of the World Bank. In 1997, he took over as editor-in-chief of Foreign Policy, which won the National Magazine Award in 2003 and 2007. 
In fall 2005, Naím published Illicit, a meticulously researched volume that opened the eyes of powerbrokers around the world. An international best-seller, the book has been translated into 19 languages.

The National Geographic special reveals how hidden criminal networks cost untold numbers of jobs, kill and maim thousands of people and breed violence and corruption. The program focuses on how technology both enables and can disable illicit trade. It also raises questions about whether authorities have coherent strategies to combat this new phenomenon and shows how consumers are often complicit in illegal trade. 
National Geographic Television (NGT) is the documentary TV production arm of the National Geographic Society, known around the world for its remarkable visuals and compelling stories. The society is one of the largest global scientific and educational organizations, supporting field science on every continent. In 1963, NGT broke ground by broadcasting on American network television the first moving pictures from the summit of Everest. Since then, NGT has continued to push technology to its limits to bring great stories to television audiences worldwide, earning 129 Emmy Awards and nearly 1,000 other industry accolades. 
The U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s Global Intellectual Property Center is working around the world to champion international property as a vital engine of global development, growth and human progress. The U.S. Chamber of Commerce is the world’s largest business federation, representing more than three million businesses and organizations of every size, sector and region. 
Underwriters: U.S. Chamber of Commerce and The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation. Producer: National Geographic Television. Executive producer: John Bredar. Producer/director: Helen Fitzwilliam. Editor: Emmanuel Mairesse. Format: CC Stereo Letterbox/HD where available
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