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THE WHITE HOUSE TO WELCOME STUDENTS 

FOR MUSIC EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM FOCUSING ON THE MUSICAL GENIUS OF RAY CHARLES

· “The Musical Legacy of Ray Charles” Workshop Features

Recording Artists Yolanda Adams, Leon Bridges, Andra Day, 
Demi Lovato and Jussie Smollett
Part of Educational Component Created by The GRAMMY Museum® For PBS Music Special Airing February 26 —
WASHINGTON, D.C. — More than 130 middle school, high school and college-level students from across the country will participate in the educational workshop “The Musical Legacy of Ray Charles” at the White House on Wednesday, February 24, 2016. In conjunction with the PBS music special “Smithsonian Salutes Ray Charles: In Performance at the White House,” First Lady Michelle Obama will host the workshop that will take place in the State Dining Room.

The event will be produced by The GRAMMY Museum® and led by Bob Santelli, the Museum’s executive director. A leading musicologist and music educator, Santelli will give participating students an overview of Ray Charles’ life, musical legacy and his influence and impact on today’s musicians. Santelli will be joined by special musical guests Yolanda Adams, Leon Bridges, Andra Day, Demi Lovato and Jussie Smollett, who will also appear in the concert later that evening under the executive musical direction of Rickey Minor. During the workshop, these artists will share their experiences and answer student questions about the entertainment world. The White House “The Musical Legacy of Ray Charles” workshop will be streamed live Wednesday, February 24, 2016, at 11 a.m. ET at whitehouse.gov/live.
Students will participate from 10 schools and community organizations from across the country: Avon Lake High School, Delta State University, Brotherhood Crusade/Youth Policy Institute/Search to Involve Pilipino Americans, LAPD Cadets, Otis Redding Foundation Schools, Winston Churchill High School, Sherwood High School, and Fremont-Lopez Elementary School.
“The Musical Legacy of Ray Charles” will be accompanied by a broader educational program, also developed by the GRAMMY Museum, consisting of visits to Greater Washington-area institutions and a special student press conference where student journalists will be able to question production staff for articles in their school or local newspaper. In addition, the GRAMMY Museum will offer downloadable curriculum and educational materials for middle and high school teachers, available at grammymuseum.org and pbs.org/whitehouse. This is the eleventh educational workshop at the White House that the GRAMMY Museum has organized, in cooperation with the “In Performance at the White House” concert series.
President and Mrs. Obama host the concert on Wednesday, February 24, 2016. The evening includes performances by Yolanda Adams, Leon Bridges, Andra Day, Anthony Hamilton, Brittany Howard, Demi Lovato, Sam Moore, Jussie Smollett, The Band Perry and Usher with Rickey Minor as executive music director. (Program subject to change.) The program premieres Friday, February 26 at 9 p.m. ET on PBS stations nationwide and will simulcast on cable channel TV One. The hour-long program, part of the Emmy Award-nominated “In Performance at the White House” series, is the 56th production in the series’ thirty-eight-year history.  
The television program “Smithsonian Salutes Ray Charles: In Performance at the White House” is a production of WETA Washington, D.C.; the GRAMMY Museum; TV One; CoMedia; Mark Krantz Productions; Cappy Productions; and Black and White TV Inc. Executive producers are Dalton Delan, Cappy McGarr, Bob Santelli, Valerie Ervin, Rickey Minor, Bob Kaminsky, Peter Kaminsky and Mark Krantz. The supervising producer is Michael B. Matuza. Bob Santelli is executive director of the GRAMMY Museum®. Geovanni Brewer is producer for Black and White TV. The director is Linda Mendoza. The executive music director is Rickey Minor. The series producer is Jackson Frost. The “In Performance at the White House” series was created by WETA Washington, D.C. Funding for this program is provided by PepsiCo; the Kovler Foundation; Tracy Richelle High and Roman Johnson; Mrs. Oluwatoyin Ojora Saraki, The Wellbeing Foundation Africa; Karen and Sam Seymour; and by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Air travel is generously provided by American Airlines.
For more information about “Smithsonian Salutes Ray Charles: In Performance at the White House” visit pbs.org/whitehouse.  An electronic press kit, including downloadable talent photos for promotional use, is available at pressroom.pbs.org. To follow “In Performance at the White House” on Twitter, use hashtag #PBSipwh.
WETA Washington, D.C., is one of the largest-producing stations of new content for public television in the United States and serves Virginia, Maryland and the District of Columbia with educational initiatives and with high-quality programming on four digital television channels. Other WETA productions and co-productions include “PBS NewsHour,” “Washington Week with Gwen Ifill,” “The Kennedy Center Mark Twain Prize,” “The Library of Congress Gershwin Prize for Popular Song” and documentaries by filmmaker Ken Burns, including “The Roosevelts: An Intimate History” and the April 2016 premiere of “Jackie Robinson.” More information on WETA and its programs and services is available at weta.org.

Mark Krantz, Bob Kaminsky, Peter Kaminsky, and Cappy McGarr created “The Kennedy Center Mark Twain Prize for American Humor,” which has honored a litany of comedy legends including Richard Pryor, Jonathan Winters, George Carlin, Tina Fey and Carol Burnett and is now in its eighteenth year. Krantz, the Kaminskys and McGarr, with Dalton Delan of WETA, also created “The Gershwin Prize for Popular Song,” in which similarly all-star casts have honored Stevie Wonder, Paul Simon, Paul McCartney, Carole King and the team of Bacharach/David. Among this team’s production credits for awards ceremonies and television shows (many of them head writing credits as well) are: The GRAMMY Awards®; “Farm Aid” (with Willie Nelson, Bob Dylan and The Grateful Dead); the “MTV Video Music Awards” (the VMA’s); “VH-1 Hard Rock Live”; the “Montreal Comedy Festival” (HBO and Showtime); People magazine’s “20th Birthday” (ABC); Spy magazine’s “How To Be Famous” starring Jerry Seinfeld; Spy magazine’s “Hit List” with Julia-Louis Dreyfus (NBC); the Carnegie Hall Tributes to Frank Sinatra, Ella Fitzgerald and Carol Burnett; the Museum of the Moving Image tributes to Steven Spielberg and Robin Williams; “The Songwriter’s Hall of Fame” (with James Brown, Brian Wilson, Paul McCartney, Carole King and James Taylor); “The Toyota New York Comedy Festival”; “The New Yorker Magazine Festival”; and The President’s Summit For America’s Future (with Presidents Clinton, Ford, George H.W. Bush, Carter, Nancy Reagan and Colin Powell).

The GRAMMY Museum opened its doors in downtown Los Angeles on December 6, 2008. Through 30,000 square feet of interactive and multimedia exhibits, the Museum explores and celebrates the enduring legacies of all forms of music, the creative process, the art and technology of the recording process, and the history of the premier recognition of excellence in recorded music—the GRAMMY® Award. In its first year alone, The GRAMMY Museum hosted more than 500 public and educational programs with musicians such as Harry Connick, Jr., Lang Lang, Annie Lennox, Dave Matthews, Smokey Robinson, Andrea Bocelli, Ringo Starr, Dwight Yoakam, and Stevie Nicks. Through thought-provoking and dynamic public and educational programs and exhibits, guests experience music from a never-before-seen insider perspective that only The GRAMMY Museum can deliver. For more information, please call 213-765-6800 or visit www.grammymuseum.org. For breaking news and exclusive content, follow @TheGRAMMYMuseum on Twitter and Instagram, and like "The GRAMMY Museum" on Facebook.

Launched in January 2004, TV One, www.tvone.tv, serves 57 million households, offering a broad range of real-life and entertainment-focused original programming, classic series, movies and music designed to entertain and inform a diverse audience of adult Black viewers. The network is the exclusive home of News One Now, the only live daily news program targeting Black viewers. In December 2008, the company launched TV One High Def, which now serves 14 million households. TV One is solely owned by Radio One, NASDAQ: ROIA and ROIAK, www.radio-one.com, the largest radio company that primarily targets Black and urban listeners.
The Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB), a private, nonprofit corporation created by Congress in 1967, is the steward of the federal government’s investment in public broadcasting. It helps support the operations of more than 1,400 locally-owned and -operated public television and radio stations nationwide, and CPB is the largest single source of funding for research, technology, and program development for public radio, television and related online services. More information about CPB is available at cpb.org.
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