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IN THEIR OWN WORDS Profiles 
Former President Jimmy Carter and Entrepreneur Elon Musk 

New Biographical Portraits Premiere Tuesday-Wednesday, 
September 28 and 29


ARLINGTON, VA –  IN THEIR OWN WORDS continues their series of primetime specials that explore the lives and impact of some of the most intriguing figures in recent history. Combining exclusive interviews with archival footage and each subject’s own words to help tell the story, IN THEIR OWN WORDS has two new biographical profiles premiering in September. “President Jimmy Carter” explores the dramatic life of the peanut farmer from Georgia who rose to become the 39th president of the United States. “Elon Musk” is a portrait of the high-tech entrepreneur and innovator whose enormous wealth may be surpassed only by his ambitious dreams for the future. “President Jimmy Carter” premieres Tuesday, September 28, followed by “Elon Musk” on Wednesday, September 29, 8:00-9:00 pm. ET (check local listings) on PBS, PBS.org and the PBS Video app.

“President Jimmy Carter” – Tuesday, September 28

This revealing new look at the life of former President Jimmy Carter is guided by the fresh perspectives of family members, journalists, colleagues, biographers and admirers. While some initially considered his presidency a failure, Carter is now revered as a statesman and man of integrity who fought for—and won—major advances in equal rights, environmental conservation and global peace. 

Unlike some Presidents before him, Carter did not end his commitment to public service after leaving the White House. Instead, together with Rosalynn, his wife of 75 years, Carter has lived a distinguished second act as a respected diplomat and humanitarian. Carter’s journey from poor, rural peanut farmer to the presidency of the United States is an inspiring story of faith and determination. 

Interviews include Stuart Eizenstat, Chief Domestic Policy Adviser during the Carter administration and Andrew Young, former U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations. Sam Donaldson, ABC Chief White House Correspondent during the Carter administration, and MSNBC’s Brian Williams, a White House intern in 1979 during the hostage crisis, are also featured. Family members, including son Chip and grandson Jason, offer their insights, along with biographer Jonathan Alter. Habitat for Humanity volunteers Garth Brooks and Trisha Yearwood discuss their experiences with the Carters, along with many others. 


“Elon Musk” – Wednesday, September 29

Elon Musk was a multimillionaire by the time he reached the age of 31. Part of the new breed of what The New York Times calls "thrillionaires"—high-tech entrepreneurs using their boundless wealth to turn science-fiction dreams into reality—Musk is always thinking about the next big thing. 

Again and again, he has put everything on the line to advance his SpaceX programs and get more than just astronauts into space. Musk is determined that someday his spacecraft will allow ordinary people to reach—and live safely—on other planets. The co-founder and CEO of the Tesla line of electric vehicles, he is also the visionary behind the Hyperloop high-speed transport system, and companies making significant leaps forward in artificial intelligence.
[bookmark: _Hlk71188207]
From his childhood as a bullied boy who was told he would never amount to anything, to the young innovator who was told he was crazy, to the self-taught rocket scientist, the story of Elon Musk is a fascinating portrait of a singular, larger-than-life trailblazer. 

Interviews featured in the program include former astronaut and former SpaceX Director of Space Operations Garrett Reisman; Tim Fernholz, author of Rocket Billionaires: Elon Musk, Jeff Bezos and the New Space Race; Lori Garver, former NASA deputy administrator and author of Bureaucrats and Billionaires: The Race to Save NASA; and Anna Crowley Redding, author of Elon Musk: A Mission to Save the World. 

IN THEIR OWN WORDS will stream simultaneously with broadcast and be available on all station-branded PBS platforms, including PBS.org and the PBS Video app, available on iOS, Android, Roku, Apple TV, Amazon Fire TV, Android TV, Samsung Smart TV and Chromecast.
A co-venture of Dalaklis Media and Prospero Media, IN THEIR OWN WORDS is produced by Lower Canada Productions Inc., in association with PBS, documentary Channel, Rive Gauche Television and with the participation of Rogers Cable Network Fund. Executive Producers are Chuck Dalaklis, Martin Katz, Matt Hanna and Karen Wookey. Bill Margol is executive in charge for PBS. Rive Gauche Television, an Aftershock Media Company, is the international distributor of the series. 
About PBS
PBS, with more than 330 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and digital content. Each month, PBS reaches over 120 million people through television and 26 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. Decades of research confirms that PBS’ premier children’s media service, PBS KIDS, helps children build critical literacy, math and social-emotional skills, enabling them to find success in school and life. Delivered through member stations, PBS KIDS offers high-quality educational content on TV – including a 24/7 channel, online at pbskids.org, via an array of mobile apps and in communities across America. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile and connected devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Communications on Twitter. 
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For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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