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INSIDE NATURE’S GIANTS

Premieres Wednesdays, January 18-February 8

 Following NATURE and NOVA as Part of the PBS Science and Natural History Lineup

– New Four-Part Science Series Gets Under the Skin of the Largest Animals on 

the Planet to Reveal Evolutionary Secrets –
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Scientists dissect Burmese pythons.

	Credit: Windfall Films


Four new INSIDE NATURE’S GIANTS episodes reveal the evolutionary secrets and anatomical mysteries of some of nature’s largest animals — including the sperm whale, the python, lions and tigers, and the great white shark.  Shot on location from South Africa to New Zealand and the Florida Everglades, INSIDE NATURE’S GIANTS brings together a virtual SWAT team of scientists — comparative anatomist Dr. Joy Reidenberg, veterinary scientist Mark Evans, evolutionary biologist Richard Dawkins and biologist Simon Watts — who go in search of wildlife to explore, using their special skills.  Part of the PBS science and natural history lineup on Wednesday nights, the four-part series premieres Wednesdays, January 18 - February 8, 2012, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET on PBS (check local listings) following NATURE at 8:00 p.m. and NOVA at 9:00 p.m. ET.  NATURE and NOVA’s presentations for those weeks include “Broken Tail: A Tiger’s Last Journey” and “3D Spies of WWII” (January 18); “Fortress of the Bears” and “Mystery of a Masterpiece” (January 25); “Wolverine: Chasing the Phantom” and “Ice Age Death Trap” (February 1), and “Raccoon Nation” and “Separating Twins” (February 8). 
(NOTE: The animals dissected in INSIDE NATURE’S GIANTS died naturally in the wild or in zoos, or were from officially sanctioned culls.)
Highlights of INSIDE NATURE’S GIANTS include Dr. Joy Reidenberg’s face-to-face encounter with great white sharks in a dramatic cage dive encounter, Simon Watt’s squeeze by a live python and the team’s attempt to make a dead lion roar by passing compressed air through its windpipe. Evolutionary biologist Richard Dawkins explains how such distinctive beasts have evolved to thrive in their environmental niches, while biologist Simon Watt gets firsthand experience of the animals in action.

The series reveals amazing facts about these predators, including just how powerful the great white’s bite really is, how pythons swallow whole prey as large as alligators and why male lions have their distinctive manes. Two additional programs will be scheduled at a later date.

“Sperm Whale” 

Wednesday, January 18, 2012, 10:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. ET
Veterinary scientist Mark Evans and comparative anatomist Dr. Joy Reidenberg dissect an enormous sperm whale to reveal the secrets of this 45-foot deep-sea giant, which stranded and died on Pegwell 

Bay, Kent, England. As the team ventures inside the whale, biologist Simon Watt tracks whales in the Azores with a modern-day Jonah, Malcolm Clarke, who shows him the huge number of squid beaks in a whale’s stomach. Evolutionary biologist Richard Dawkins marvels at the gigantic teeth that have evolved in the lower jaw of a sperm whale. Producer/Director: Tom Mustill. Series Producer: David Dugan
“Monster Python” 

Wednesday, January 25, 2012, 10:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. ET
In Florida’s Everglades, Mark Evans and Dr. Joy Reidenberg meet “python hunters” who are attempting to control the invasive Burmese python population (approximately 100,000). They join reptile expert Jeanette Wyneken to dissect two pythons: a nine-foot male and a 14-foot female. The program explores the science of slithering, as well as the development of “infra-red goggles” that allow snakes to hunt warm-blooded creatures in the dark and a flexible jaw that enables them to stretch their mouths around huge prey, including alligators. Richard Dawkins describes how snakes evolved from four-legged lizard-like ancestors, and biologist Simon Watt finds out what it feels like to be crushed by a real-life python.

Producer/Director: Jamie Lochhead. Series Producer: David Dugan.
“Great White Shark”

Wednesday, February 1, 2012, 10:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. ET

The team travels to South Africa to dissect a 15-foot-long great white shark. Comparative anatomist Dr. Joy Reidenberg uncovers the shark’s incredible array of senses, including the ability to detect the electromagnetic field given off by other creatures. Veterinary scientist Mark Evans investigates the shark’s enormous killing bite, and a bite force test on a great white shark’s jaws shows just how powerful they really are. Evolutionary biologist Richard Dawkins explains how sharks’ teeth and jaws evolved from their outer skin and gill arches. Producer: Alex Tate. Director and Series Producer: David Dugan.
“Big Cats”

Wednesday, February 8, 2012, 10:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. ET

In the UK, the team dissects a lion and a tiger, and discovers that most of their differences are only skin deep. At a big cat rescue center, biologist Simon Watt traces the evolutionary history of the feline family, and comes face to face with a liger: a cross between a lion and a tiger. An exploration of the lion’s voicebox reveals that it works like a trombone. The anatomy of these deadly and powerful killing machines reveals how they work: from the big cats’ powerful forearms and retractable claws to the powerful and deadly bite. Richard Dawkins explores the evolutionary arms race that has arisen between predators and their prey in the struggle to survive. Producer: Alex Tate. Director and Series Producer: David Dugan.

INSIDE NATURE’S GIANTS is produced by Windfall Films in association with Channel 4. Additional funding from National Geographic Channels and Wellcome Trust.
About PBS

PBS, with its nearly 360 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches 124 million people through television and 20 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front-row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter.

About Windfall Films
Over two decades Windfall Films has established an international reputation as a producer of innovative television programs. Windfall has applied its distinctive style and meticulous standards to a range of genres, including science, social, and history documentaries, factually-based dramas and original format shows.

 

Windfall is one of the leading producers of science and technology programs in the UK. Recent highlights include: Inside Nature's Giants, now entering its fourth season; Meet the Elephant Man and Last Shuttle: Our Journey for the Discovery Channel; Dambusters: Building the Bouncing Bomb; Race & Intelligence: Science’s Last Taboo, with Rageh Omaar; The Operation: Surgery Live for Channel Four; My Brilliant Brain for FIVE and NGCI, which won the 2008 Banff Rocky for Best Science Program; Big, Bigger, Biggest; Monster Moves, for FIVE; Absolute Zero for BBC 4; and the Emmy award-winning series DNA for Channel Four and PBS. More information is available at www.windfallfilms.com.
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CONTACT: 

Cara White, CaraMar Publicity, 843-881-1480, cara.white@mac.com
Mary Lugo, CaraMar Publicity, 770-623-8190, lugo@negia.net
For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at http://www.pbs.org/pressroom
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