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Jeff Bieber

Series Executive Producer and Vice President at WETA

Jeff Bieber is vice president and executive producer at WETA, the PBS station in Washington, DC. He is responsible for program development, marketing and project management of national primetime series and special broadcasts on PBS. Bieber is the recipient of two national Emmy Awards, two George Foster Peabody Awards, a duPont-Columbia Award and many other honors. Recent and current programs include: LATINO AMERICANS, a six-hour television series broadcast in September 2013; THE ITALIAN AMERICANS, a four-hour series directed by John Maggio, airing in 2015; THE PILGRIMS, a two-hour documentary directed by Ric Burns, slated for fall 2015. Other programs include: THE JEWISH AMERICANS (2008), a six-hour series; AMERICA AT A CROSSROADS (2007), a 12-hour series on the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq; AVOIDING ARMAGEDDON (2003), an eight-hour series on weapons of mass destruction; WASHINGTON WEEK WITH GWEN IFILL; ROUGH SCIENCE (2002), reality series co-produced with the BBC. Jeff and his wife Diane live in Columbia, MD, and have two amazing children and Luna the wonder dog. 
Maria Laurino 

Author, The Italian Americans: A History
Maria Laurino is the author of The Italian Americans: A History, the companion book to the PBS documentary series, as well as the memoirs, Old World Daughter, New World Mother, a meditation on contemporary feminism, and the national best-seller, Were You Always an Italian?, an exploration of ethnic identity. Laurino began her career as a staff writer at The Village Voice.  She left the Voice to serve as the chief speechwriter for former New York City mayor David N. Dinkins. Laurino’s work has appeared in The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Nation, Salon.com and numerous others.  Her essays have been widely anthologized, in the Norton Reader and other publications. In addition to writing books, Laurino continues her work as a speechwriter, serving as assistant to New York Governor Andrew Cuomo, and she teaches creative nonfiction in the undergraduate writing program at New York University.  She lives in New York City with her husband and son.
John Maggio

Writer and Producer
Filmmaker John Maggio has spent a decade making documentaries hailed for their social impact and exceptional craft. His work includes several films for FRONTLINE (“College Inc.,” “Growing Up Online,” “The Private Life of Bradley Manning”) and AMERICAN EXPERIENCE (“Billy the Kid,” “The Lobotomist,” “The Boy in the Bubble,” “Kinsey”). Maggio’s films have been honored with the National Emmy Award, Writers Guild Award, an Independent Spirit Award nomination, and several News and Documentary Emmy Award nominations. His work has premiered at the Sundance Film Festival and been shown at festivals around the world. He most recently wrote and directed the AMERICAN EXPERIENCE film “Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid,” and completed the landmark four-hour series THE ITALIAN AMERICANS, coming to PBS in 2015. He’s currently senior producing the third season of FINDING YOUR ROOTS with Professor Henry Louis Gates, Jr.  Maggio lives with his wife and two young boys in Brooklyn, NY.
Gay Talese (via satellite) 
Author

Gay Talese is a best-selling author who has written 11 books. He was a reporter for The New York Times from 1956 to 1965; since then, he has written for the Times, Esquire, The New Yorker, Harper’s Magazine and other national publications. Talese was born in Ocean City, NJ, and currently lives in New York City. His groundbreaking article, “Frank Sinatra Has a Cold,” was named the “best story Esquire ever published,” and he was credited by Tom Wolfe with the creation of an inventive form of nonfiction writing called “The New Journalism.” Talese’s most recent book A Writer’s Life, was published by Knopf in 2006 and reissued in trade paperback by The Random House Publishing Group in July 2007. A collection of his sports writing, The Silent Season of a Hero, was published by Walker & Company in September 2010.

