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INDEPENDENT LENS PANELIST BIOS

DR. ANGELA DAVIS (Professor/Author/Activist, subject The Black Power Mixtape)
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Through her activism and scholarship over the last 40-plus years, Dr. Angela Davis has been deeply involved in our nation’s quest for social justice. Her work as an educator – both at the university level and in the larger public sphere – has always emphasized the importance of building communities of struggle for economic, racial, and gender justice. Professor Davis’s teaching career has taken her to San Francisco State University, Mills College, and UC Berkeley. She also has taught at UCLA, Vassar, the Claremont Colleges, and Stanford University. She spent the last 15 years at the University of California Santa Cruz where she is now Distinguished Professor Emerita of History of Consciousness, an interdisciplinary Ph.D program, and of Feminist Studies. Professor Davis is the author of eight books and has lectured throughout the United States as well as in Europe, Africa, Asia, Australia, and South America. In recent years a persistent theme of her work has been the range of social problems associated with incarceration and the generalized criminalization of those communities that are most affected by poverty and racial discrimination. She draws upon her own experiences in the early 1970s as a person who spent 18 months in jail and on trial, after being placed on the FBI’s “Ten Most Wanted List.” She has also conducted extensive research on numerous issues related to race, gender, and imprisonment. Her most recent books are Abolition Democracy and Are Prisons Obsolete?, about the abolition of the prison industrial complex, and a new edition of Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass.
TALIB KWELI (Award-Winning Hip-Hop Artist, subject The Black Power Mixtape)
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For more than 15 years, Kweli has been a king of New York hip-hop who has an expansive international audience. Kweli’s work with Mos Def on Black Star (1998) still stands as one of hip-hop’s premier expressions of truth. On Train of Thought, Kweli teamed up with Hi Tek to form Reflection Eternal, a virtuoso hip-hop duo that continues to wow audiences and critics alike. In 2007, Kweli and DJ/producer/MC Madlib gave their fans Liberation —originally released free on the internet — an album that was filled with their joint love of the music they make and the respect their fans give them. Performing all over the world with unique style and an unequaled dedication to his music, Kweli has worked with artists as diverse as Kanye West, Justin Timberlake, MF Doom, Mary J. Blige, Fabolous, Common, Nelly, The Roots, Gucci Mane, Norah Jones, KRS-One, and many more. With a career filled with success and innovation, it comes as no surprise that both Jay-Z and 50 Cent, at the height of their stardom, both counted Kweli among their favorite rappers. On his “solo” albums, there is no question that his lyrical talent and unique musical drive rank atop the best in the business. Recording with other world famous musicians or alone on the mic, Kweli gives both the long-time fan and the uninitiated an unforgettable experience.
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SHARON LA CRUISE (Producer/Director, Daisy Bates: First Lady of Little Rock) 
La Cruise has worked in television and film for 20 years, both in the corporate and production aspects of the business. She has worked for Blackside Inc., Firelight Media, Roja Productions, The Faith Project, The Coca-Cola Company, the 1996 Summer Olympic Games, and CNN. She has worked on Shut Up & Sing, Going Up River: The Long War of John Kerry, Beyond Brown: Pursing the Promise, Citizen King, Matters of Race, This Far By Faith: African-American Spiritual Journeys, The Life of Zora Neale Hurston, and CNN’s Through the Lens, The Road to the White House, and The Planetary Police. La Cruise currently works as an associate for the Ford Foundation in the JustFilms unit. She is a member of the International Documentary Association.
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SHUKREE HASSAN TILGHMAN (Director/Writer/Producer, More Than a Month) 
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Tilghman has written and directed several short films and penned several feature screenplays. His screenplay The King and Blue Brown (formerly Lean) placed in several screenplay competitions including the top ten percent in the Bluecat and Austin Film Festival screenplay competitions, and was a semi-finalist at the ScriptShark Insider competition. Cars That Fly, a short screenplay, was a finalist at the Anything But Hollywood screenplay competition. In addition to writing and directing, Tilghman has also served as an associate producer on the Marco Williams feature documentary Banished, an Official Selection of the 2007 Sundance Film Festival, broadcast on Independent Lens in 2008. As an editor, Tilghman has worked on documentary series for networks including A&E, Discovery, TLC, and MTV. Tilghman received a B.F.A. in Film from NYU where he was a recipient of the Martin Scorsese Filmmaker Scholarship. He is currently a screenwriting MFA candidate in the at Columbia University.
LOIS VOSSEN (Independent Lens, Series Producer)
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In its first nine seasons, Independent Lens has received five Emmy Awards, including a Primetime Emmy, three Best Documentary and Outstanding Arts & Cultural Documentary Emmy awards, nine Peabody Awards, and three DuPont Awards, and has been nominated for four Academy Awards. Prior to her work at ITVS, Vossen was associate managing director of the Sundance Institute, manager of Sundance Labs, and programmed Sundance Cinematheque at Robert Redford’s Sundance Resort.  Lois previously worked with feature film director Philip Kaufman on China: Wild East (Turner Broadcasting) and she was program director at The Loft, a writer's center in Minneapolis. She has served on the jury at SXSW, DOCNZ, Toronto International Film Festival, among others.
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