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KEVIN CLASH (Being Elmo, Subject)

Kevin Clash, whose characters include Elmo, Hoots the Owl, and Baby Natasha, is Sesame Street’s senior puppet coordinator and Muppet™ captain as well as Sesame Workshop’s senior creative consultant. He began building puppets at age 10 and performed on Baltimore’s harbor front and on local television as a teenager. Clash’s first television work was for the CBS affiliate in Baltimore. He came to Sesame Street after attracting the attention of Muppet™ designer Kermit Love. 
Clash won the 2011 Emmy® Award for Outstanding Performer in a Children’s Series for his work as Elmo on Sesame Street; he also won the award for seasons 21, 35-37, 39, and 40. In 2001-2008, 2010, and 2011, he won for his work as co-executive producer for Outstanding Preschool Children’s Series. In September 2006, Clash released his autobiography, My Life as a Furry Red Monster: What Elmo Has Taught Me About Life, Love, and Laughing Out Loud.
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Constance Marks is an award-winning independent documentary filmmaker. She is the founder and president of Constance Marks Productions, Inc., a documentary production company based in New York City. Marks began her filmmaking career more than 30 years ago as an assistant editor for the renowned cinema verite pioneers David and Albert Maysles.
Marks’ critically acclaimed films have been shown theatrically, broadcast widely, and garnered numerous awards. Her productions include Return to Appalachia, which aired on PBS; Let’s Fall in Love: A Singles Weekend at the Concord Hotel, which was selected by the Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences as one of the outstanding documentaries of the year; and Green Chimneys, a full-length documentary feature film that premiered at the Sundance Film Festival and aired on HBO. Marks has produced numerous films focusing on important social issues including homelessness, the elderly, experimental charter schools, and substance abuse recovery residences.
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LOIS VOSSEN (Independent Lens, Series Producer) 
In its first seven seasons, Independent Lens received four Emmy® Awards, including a Primetime Emmy®, two Best Documentary and Outstanding Arts & Cultural Documentary Emmy® Awards, six Peabody Awards, and two duPont-Columbia Awards, among other honors. Previously, Vossen was director of broadcast, distribution, & communications at ITVS and oversaw the launch of more than 250 films on public television. Prior to ITVS, she was associate managing director of the Sundance Institute, Sundance Labs manager, and programmed Sundance Cinematheque at the Sundance Resort. 
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