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The Powerbroker: Whitney Young’s Fight for Civil Rights Bio Information
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BONNIE BOSWELL 

Executive Producer 

Bonnie Boswell is an award-winning reporter, producer, commentator, and talk show host. She is chief executive officer of Bluegate Media, program director of the Whitney Young Film and Leadership Program, and the executive producer of The Powerbroker: Whitney Young’s Fight for Civil Rights. Boswell’s articles have appeared in the Los Angeles Times, Essence and the Radcliffe Quarterly. She has been a guest on NBC’s Today show, CNN's Talkback, the CBS radio network, and at Harvard University, Princeton University, and the University of Southern California.  Boswell is also a past executive board member of the Academy of Television Arts and Sciences. 
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ALFRE WOODARD
Narrator

Alfre Woodard’s work as an actor has earned her an Oscar nomination, four Emmy Awards with 17 Emmy nominations, three SAG Awards, and a Golden Globe. She was mostly recently Emmy nominated for Outstanding Guest Actress in a Drama Series for her portrayal of Ruby Jean Reynolds on the hit HBO show, True Blood. Woodard also enjoys philanthropic work and currently serves on the National Film Preservation Foundation Board, as well as the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences International Outreach Committee. In addition to her acting career, Woodard, a longtime activist, currently serves on The Creative Coalition, and is a co-founder of Artists for a New South Africa, a nonprofit working to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS and further the cause of democracy and human rights in South Africa. In 2009, Woodard was appointed by President Barack Obama to the President’s Committee on the Arts and Humanities.
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EUGENE JARECKI 

Director/Producer

Eugene Jarecki is an award-winning filmmaker, public thinker, and author. His recent film Reagan, which examines the life and legacy of the 40th president, received wide critical acclaim after premiering at the Sundance Film Festival and on HBO for the occasion of Reagan’s 100th birthday. In 2010, Jarecki worked alongside Morgan Spurlock and Alex Gibney as director of a documentary film inspired by the bestselling book Freakonomics. His past award-winning films include The Trials of Henry Kissinger (2002), Why We Fight (2006), and the short film Move Your Money (2010), which went on to become an online sensation with over 7 million hits in just its first three weeks online. 
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NANNIE JETER 

On-Air Participant

Nannie Jeter was raised in rural Virginia in the days of Jim Crow. She fled the south in the 1970s to settle in New Haven, Connecticut, where she was met with much of the same racism she thought she had left behind. As a single mother, she supported her family by commuting two hours to work as a housekeeper and caretaker for the Jarecki children. Today, with many of her family members succumbing to addiction and the drug trade, she regrets the long hours she spent away from home and feels her own children were not raised with the close contact and care she was able to give to her employer’s young ones. 
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CHARLES J. OGLETREE, JR.

On-Air Participant

Charles Ogletree is the Jesse Climenko Professor of Law at Harvard Law School and the founding and executive director of the Charles Hamilton Houston Institute for Race and Justice at the law school. He is the author of four books on race and law, including the critically acclaimed All Deliberate Speed, and has received numerous awards and honors, including being named one of the 100+ Most Influential Black Americans by Ebony magazine. In the aftermath of the Crowley-Gates incident, Ogletree acted not only as counsel to Professor Gates, but also continues to be special counsel to President Obama and advisor on police behavior to both Harvard University and the city of Cambridge.
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LOIS VOSSEN 
Senior Series Producer

Lois Vossen is the founding and senior series producer of Independent Lens. She is responsible for the co-curation of the series, and works with filmmakers on content, editorial, and related broadcast issues. In addition, she selects the Independent Lens hosts, co-writes the scripts, produces the host shoot, and works with the communications team on the marketing campaigns of the series. In its first 10 seasons, Independent Lens received seven Emmy Awards, 10 Peabody Awards, four duPont Awards, and has been nominated for five Academy Awards. Previously, Vossen was associate managing director of the festival and the Sundance Institute, where she managed the Sundance Labs. She also programmed Sundance Cinematheque. She has served on the jury of many film festivals, including SXSW, DOCNZ, the Toronto International Film Festival, and the New Orleans Film Festival.
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