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Key Project Staff
Each member of the core filmmaking team brings a high level of professional and creative expertise to this project, and all have worked together successfully on previous documentary films. Jon Shenk is well-known for his skills directing and shooting observational films. Bonni Cohen and Richard Berge have an established track record of producing high-end documentaries for PBS, National Geographic, and the BBC and delivering them on time and on budget. 

Jon Shenk, Director/Cinematographer, is a documentary filmmaker, cinematographer, and founder of Actual Films in San Francisco.  He was the Director of Photography for the Academy Award-winning Smile Pinki (2009).  He was awarded an Emmy for “Blame Somebody Else” (2007), a feature story he wrote, produced and photographed for the PBS series, Exposé. The film recounts Chicago Tribune reporter Cam Simpson’s investigation into the kidnapping and execution of 12 Nepalese workers in Iraq, in which he exposed a vast international human trafficking network.  Shenk directed and photographed the Emmy-nominated Lost Boys of Sudan (2004), a feature documentary that follows two young refugees of Sudan’s civil war through their first year in America.  Lost Boys of Sudan was released theatrically, received the Independent Spirit Award, and aired on the PBS documentary series, POV.  He co-directed and photographed Democracy Afghan Style (2004, 80 minutes), a PBS/ITVS/Arte film about the post-war constitutional process in Afghanistan.  In 2005, he directed and photographed segments for The New Heroes, a PBS series about social entrepreneurs He directed and photographed The Beginning (1999), an observational chronicle of George Lucas’s complex creative process during the making of Star Wars: Episode I that some reviewers consider to be “the best DVD behind-the-scenes documentary ever made.”  Jon has produced and photographed dozens of documentaries for PBS, the BBC, A&E, Bravo, CBS, NBC, and National Geographic.  He has been nominated twice for Emmys for his cinematography.  He earned his Masters degree in Documentary Filmmaking from Stanford University in 1995 and his B.A. from Yale in 1991.

Bonni Cohen, Producer, founded Actual Films with Jon Shenk in 1998.  She recently produced and directed Inside Guantanamo (2009) for National Geographic Television.  She was a writer, producer, and director of The Rape of Europa (2006), the documentary film adaptation of Lynn Nicholas’s landmark history of the fate of art during the Third Reich and Second World War.  The NEH-supported film was broadcast by PBS as a primetime special in November, 2008, and it was nominated for two Emmy Awards and for Best Documentary Screenplay by the Writers Guild of America.  With director Jon Else, she produced Wonders Are Many (2006), a film about the making of the new John Adams and Peter Sellars opera, Doctor Atomic.  Bonni co-produced Democracy Afghan Style (2004, 80 minutes) about Afghanistan’s constitutional process for PBS in the United States and for Arté in France and Germany.  In 2003, she produced and directed The New Heroes, a series for PBS, hosted by Robert Redford, about social entrepreneurs around the world.  In 2001, Bonni produced and directed The Nobel: Visions of Our Century (2001, 56 minutes), a chronicle of 100 years of the Nobel Prize told from the perspectives of 11 Nobel laureates that was broadcast on PBS.  For the BBC she directed and produced Eye of the Storm (1999, 55 minutes), an intimate, observational portrait of United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan that follows his diplomatic efforts from Baghdad to Nigeria to New York.  Eye of the Storm has been shown around the world in over 125 countries.  For PBS, she co-produced They Drew Fire (1998, 56 minutes), a portrait of the combat artists of World War II.  Her other works include The Human Sexes with Desmond Morris, a six-part, Emmy-nominated series about gender differences around the world and two episodes of the Emmy award-winning Eyewitness series for PBS. She was the producer of Jon Else’s film, Open Outcry (2000, 56 minutes), a documentary about the open trading pits at the Chicago Mercantile Exchange.  Before coming to documentary film, Bonni worked as a journalist for Reuters Television and NBC, based in London and Jerusalem.  Bonni earned a Masters degree in Documentary Film from Stanford University in 1994 and Bachelor’s degree in International Relations from Tufts University in 1987.
Richard Berge, Producer, is a filmmaker who has made documentaries for PBS, Showtime, A&E Biography, Omnimedia and the California Arts Council.  He was a writer, producer, and director of The Rape of Europa (2006), the documentary film adaptation of Lynn Nicholas’s landmark history of the fate of art during the Third Reich and Second World War.  The NEH-supported film was broadcast by PBS as a primetime special in November, 2008, and it was nominated for two Emmy Awards and for Best Documentary Screenplay by the Writers Guild of America.  With director Barry Levinson, he wrote and produced Yesterday's Tomorrows (1999), a feature documentary that examines the human obsession with predicting the future.  The film was broadcast by Showtime Networks and featured in a Smithsonian Institution traveling exhibition that toured the United States.  Richard wrote and produced profiles of visual and performing artists for Make: Television (2008, Twin Cities Public Television) and SPARK! (2003-04, KQED), two weekly series for public television.  He was line producer for Jon Else’s Sing Faster: The Stagehands' Ring Cycle (1999), a feature documentary that received the Filmmakers Trophy at the 1999 Sundance Film Festival and aired on PBS’s Independent Lens.  He was production manager for In Search Of Law And Order (1998), a series about the American juvenile justice system produced for PBS and Channel 4, and production coordinator for Cadillac Desert (1997), the landmark series produced for PBS by Jon Else about history of the quest and struggle for water in the American West.  Before completing the master’s program in Documentary Filmmaking at Stanford University in 1994, Richard worked at the Santa Fe Opera in New Mexico and the Metropolitan Opera in New York.  He received his bachelor's degree in History from Stanford University in 1984.  Richard is a member of the Writers Guild of America.

